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Contribution of Savitribai
Phule in the field of Education

Dr. Borawake Kranti Suhas
Assistant Professor
Anantrao Pawar College, Pirangut
Tal Mulashi, Dist Pune
borawakekranti@gmail.com
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Introduction

Savitribai Phule is the liberator of
Women, Pioneer of Human Rights of Greatest
Humanitarian, and Revolutionary of the World.
The world history has witnessed the agricultural
revolution, industrial revolution, information
revolution, biological revolution; which has
changed material world of human society. All
these development in the history of human
civilisation has changed the mental and material
life of human kind. But these revolutions could
not abolish the human sufferings and end
problems of human kind. Under the name of
Religion, Culture and cast system till 19" century
in India. In this century, in India, there is greater
revolution led by Savitribai Phule and her
husband Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, which
contributed for establishments of principles of
humanity viz equality, liberty, fraternity and
justice.

Savitribai Phule dared to pursue the
nobal profession of teaching in the “Dark Age”.
The time when women were mere object to be
used, education for the women was considered
no less than punishable crime; she dared to
speak against the unpardonable boundries
imposed on women in Indian Society, she ignited
million lives for which today’s women and every
one should be grateful to her. Savitribai Phule

the lady who started the first school for the
downtrodden and was first women teacher of
India.

Objective of the paper

To study the contribution and struggle
of Savitribai Phule for women education in India.
Research Methodology

The present research paper is fully based
on secondary data, which is collected from
various sources such as reference books,
articles, journals, reports.

In 21% century the women in India are
not behind men in any respect.

They have excelled in every field, be it
in education, governance, finance, politics,
science, judiciary, sports etc. There are big
names of Indian women like Indira Gandhi,
Sarojini Naidu, Kalpana Chavla, Kiran Bedi,
Sucheta Kriplani and many others who have
made their names in the history because of their
education and wisdom. However, not much is
available in the history about Savitribai Phule, a
woman who kept the foundation for women
education in India. She was the first woman who
started the first ever school in India exclusively
for girls at a time when nobody could dare to
even think about educating a girl. In fact, every
educated woman in the society owes a debt to
her.

She was born in a family in Naigaon,
district Satara in Maharashtra on 3 rd January
1831. At the age of nine, she was married to
Jyotiba Phule, a great social reformer. At that
time, the Hindu society was male —dominated
who treated the women as their slaves who had
to strictly follow the instructions of the male
members of the family. After her marriage with
Jyotiba Phule, she was inspired to study by her
husband. She was taught by him. The
responsibility of Savitribai’s further education
was taken up by Jotirao’s friends Sakharam
Yashwant Paranjpe and Keshav Shivram
Bhavalkar (Joshi). Savitribai also had taken
teacher’s training at Ms. Farar’s institution in
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Ahmednagar and in the Normal School of Ms.
Mitchell in Pune.Where she performed very well
and remained successful.

Social hurdles and obstacles in educational
work

Savitribai and Jyotiba built a
revolutionary social education movement for
SHUDRA and ATIKSHUDRA WOMEN of the
country. The extra ordinary couple was engaged
in passionate struggle to build a movement for
equality between men and women, and fight
against Caste systems. They dedicated their
lives to spread education and knowledge.
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule and his wife Savitribai,
declared war against Casteism and Bramhinism.
The Maharashtra pioneering couple led mass
movement of uniting oppressed class against
Brahmine values. Savitribai worked as an equal
partner in the mission of uplifting the poor and
oppressed people. Though Savitribai was
formerly uneducated, she was encourage and
motivated by her husband Jyotiba Phule, to
study, later on she become the first women
teacher of India, in the school, which was
started by her husband.

Life of Savitribai as a teacher in the
school at the time when upper class look down
wasn’t easy and many times they used to pelt
stones and throw dung & mud on her. The guard
who was then appointed for her, wrote in his
memories about what she would say to those
men. “As | do the sacred task of teaching my
follow sisters; the stones or cow dung that you
throw seem like flowers to me, May God Bless
you”. Jyotiba also strongly supported Savitribai.
Both of them bravely faced severe opposition
from almost all sections of the society. They
carried out their struggle for gender equality and
fight against caste system in spite of tremendous
mal practice by the Manuwadi and Brahminic
forces. In spite of strong opposition and hurdles
Jyotiba was firm on educating women with
support of his wife Savitribai. His firmness on
educating women could be seen in his interview

to DYANANODAYA on 15™ September 1853. He
says “It did occur to me that the improvement
that comes about in a child due to the motheris
very important and good. So those who are
concerned with the happiness and welfare of
this country should definitely pay attention to
the condition of women and make every effort
to impart knowledge to them if they want the
country to progress. With this thought, | started
the school for girls first. But my caste brethren
did not like that | was educating girls and my
own father threw us out of the house. Nobody
was ready to give space for the school nor did
we have money to build it. People were not
willing to send their children to school but Lahuji
Ragh, Raut Mang and Ranba Mahar convinced
their caste brethren about the benefits of getting
educated”.

Savitribai had taken women’s education
and their liberation from cultural pattern of male
dominated society as mission of her life.
However teaching to the women was not as easy
task at that time. Because education for the girls
was considered as a sin. People were not ready
to send their daughters to school. It was difficult
to change their mind set. But Savitribai and
Jyotiba faced all this very courageously. This
couple did not stop their work of educating girls
from all sections of the society.

Savitribai’s Writing & Valuable Contribution

Savitribai Phule’s poems and other
writings continue to be an inspiration for many
and remain pioneering in the struggle against
India’s caste system. She has put together some
very valuable writing.

1. Kavyaphule- Collection of poems, 1854
2. Jyotirao’s Speeches, Edited by Savitribai
Phule, 25 December 1856

3. Savitribai’s Letters to Jyotirao

4, Speeches of Matoshree Savitribai, 1892
5. Bavankashi Subodh Ratnakar, 1892
Important dates/ events in the life of
Savitribai Pule related to the Educational
Work

BAEirindl: Interdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal {[liEled =T Lk V(NI




MAH MUL/03051/2012
ISSN: 2319 9318

EVENTS YEAR
Birth of SavitriBai.(Naigaon,Tha. | 3rd Jan.1831
Khandala Dist. Satara)
Education started. 1841
Passed third and fourth  year | 1846-47
examination from Normal school.
Started school with Sagunabai in | 1847
Maharwada.
Country'sfirst school for girls was started at Bhide’s | 1Jan.1848
wada in Pune and Savitribai was nominated as the
first head mistress of the school.
School for adults was started at Usman | 1849
Sheikh’s wada in Pune. Left home with Jotirao
for educating Shudra and ati Shudra’s .
First public Til-Gul programme was | 14Jan.1852
arranged by Mahila Seva Mandal.
Phule family was honoured by British government | 16 Nov.1852
for their works in the field of education and
Savtribai was declared as the best teacher.
“Kavya Phule”-the first collection of | 1854
poems was published.
A night school for agriculturist and | 1855
labourers was started.
‘Lecture’s of Jyotiba’ was published. 25 Dec.1856
Death of her husband Jotirao Phule . 28 Nov.1890
Chairperson of Satya Shodhak Samaj | 1893
Conference at Saswad.
Died while severing the plague patients | 10March
during plague epidemic 1897

Savitribai’s Innovative Experiments in
Teaching
. Savitribai started teaching in an

innovative way through telling short stories,
reading poems and introducing sports sessions.
° The education for her was not merely
alphabetical learning but a means of igniting
the minds and personality of women & others.

. Her way of teaching was very simple;
participative and activity based.
. The Right to education act, midday meal

scheme etc. seems to be a modern day concept
but Savitribai Phule set a precedent 184 years
back by giving stipends to children to reduce
the dropout rate in schools.

° Parent-teacher meeting was conducted
at regular intervals to aware the parents about
the importance of education and to encourage
their children.

o She took initiatives to reduce malnutrition
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in children by taking care of health of each and
every child in school.
. Her first collection of poems, KAVYA
PHULE was published in 1854 emphasising the
importance of English and education.
One of the poem stressing the
necessitates of education is
Go, Get Education
Be self-reliant, be industrious
Work—gather wisdom and riches,
All gets lost without knowledge
We become animal without wisdom,
Sit idle no more, go, get education
End misery of the oppressed and forsaken,
You’ve got a golden chance to learn
So learn and break the chains of caste.
Throw away the Brahman’s scriptures fast.
The practices initiated by Savitribai Phule
during her lifetime still continue, to be used by
government and institutions today. Savitribai
had set a precedent- she gave stipends to
prevent children from dropping out of school.
Maharashtra Government has also been using
attendance allowance scheme since 1992. She
was the teacher who inspired students to gift
the book to the library instead of gifts to herself.
Savitribai who herself did not take any
remuneration from the school. Recognising the
need for creating job opportunities among
India’s growing youth demographic; the Indian
government has been giving emphasis on skill
education, devising programmes to provide
vocational education to students to make them
capable of Independent; just like Phule couple
did in 1800 s. To involve parent from DALIT
BAHUJAN community in the process of their
children’s education: Savitribai initiated regular
parent-teacher meeting in her school.
Savitribai and Jyotiba focussed on
providing vocational and practical education to
make student capable of independent thought.
They believed that an industrial department
should be attached to the schools, where
children could learn useful trades and crafts and
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able to manage their lives comfortably and
indecently. They insisted that Education should
be given one ability to choose between right &
wrong and between truth & untruth in their life.
They took special efforts to create spaces where
the creativity of students could bloom. Looking
at their passion for education; people started
sending their girls to school themselves. Their
success is evident from the fact that young girl
loved to study under their guidance so much, so
that their parents would complain at the girls
dedication to studies.

Conclusion:

Savitribai Phule did the revolutionary
work to give the right of education to the Indian
women. Her courage, passion, dare to struggle
against Castism and Bramhinism in educational
movement is incredible. Savitribai Phule is the
woman who kept the foundation of women
education not only in India but in the World.
Innovative ideas of Savitribai Phule to develop
teaching skills and educational system are
useful to improve today’s educational system.
Phule couple was the first who gave the concept
of skill development. The really deserve the
status of educationalist.
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Mahatma Jyotirao Phule:
Enlightened reformer of
Indian education

FAIZALT K
AssistantProfessor of History
K.A.H.M Unity Women'’s College,
Manjeri, Malappuram,Kerala
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Mahatma Jyotirao phule occupies a unique
position among the social reformers of
Maharashtra in the nineteenth century. Jyotiba
Phule revolted against the unjust caste system
under which millions of people had suffered for
centuries and developed a critique of Indian social
order and Hinduism. He was in the real sense a
great thinker finder of truth. He was First
revolutionary and leader of downtrodden,
peasants and supporter of women’s education. He
paved the way for the new era of social activism
through the education. He established many
institutions and tried to remove manmade
inequality. He was the first active leader of
downtrodden and introduced us to humanity. He
was a Founder of many movements like
Movement against discrimination, Movement of
Dalit, Peasants movement, movement against
blind faith and Movement of women’s education.
Among them contribution in the field of education
is very useful in downtrodden class. He worked
ceaselessly for education of the women and the
Dalits, for uplifting of the underprivileged and the
Dalits, for uplifting of the underprivileged and the
downtrodden, and for reform of the Indian social
structure. He was the first Indian who was honored
by British Govt. for his noble work in education.
There are several other titles which can be used
for Mahatma Jyotiba Phule like educationist, social
revolutionary, humanist, feminist and so on. But if
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we can use only single word for him it cannot
explain his enlightening personality.
Education for women:

In the history of India Phule was the first
person who spread women education by opening
girl schools and opened orphanages for widow
women and their children. He said that six
progresses of individuals was possible only with
education. Jotirao says in the introduction to the
book “Shetkaryacha Asood”: Without education
wisdom was lost; Without wisdom morals were
lost; Without morals development was lost;
Without development wealth was lost; Without
wealth the Shudras were ruined; So much has
happened through lack of education. He gave new
meanings to education: He said, “The education
which does not help the common mass of people
to equip themselves for the struggle for life, which
does not bring out strength of character, a spirit of
philanthropy, and the courage of a lion.....real
education is that which enables one to stand on
one’s legs.”

Mahatma Jyotiba Phule and his wife,
Savitribai, were remarkable personalities for
proliferation of education among the women. He
started women education from the education of
his wife and trained her for the school. Savitribai
was the first women teacher in India. He started
the first school for girls at Pune, in the year 1848 at
Bhide Wada in Budhwar Peth. Only eight girls were
admitted on the first day. This school was open to
girls from the untouchable castes such as Mahars,
Mangs and Chamars. Steadily the number of
students increased. Jotirao opened two more girl’s
schools during 1851-52. On 3 July 1851, Jotirao
started a girls’ school in Anna Chiplunkar’s
mansion at Budhwar Peth, where he taught for four
hours daily without taking any salary. He opened a
second school for girls in Rasta Peth on 17
September 1851 and a third in Vithal Peth on 15
March 1859. The curriculum comprised of reading,
grammar, arithmetic, geography, history, map
reading, etc. Major Candy, supervisor of the school,
said in a report: “I am happy to note the
intelligence and progress of the girls.” On 17
February 1852 Jotirao’s school was publicly

inspected, following which there was a speech by
Bhansaheb Mande. Thus the pioneering work
done by Phule in the field of female and lower
castes education was unparalleled in the history
of education in India. He advocated education for
female students from the downtrodden (Shudras/
Atee Shudras) communities and adults. He started
schools. He established institutes like the ‘Pune
Female Native Schools’ and the ‘Society for
Promoting Education for Mahar, Mangs’. More
important, he engaged in his education at home
too. Jyotiba prepared his wife, Savitribai, to teach
in the girls’ school, with a view to educating the
women first, in order to bring in the value of
equality at home. Savitribai had to face bitter
opposition from the orthodox society of the time
for teaching girls and people from the
underprivileged groups in the school. Despite this
bitter opposition, Jyotiba and Savitribai continued
their work with sincerity. He stressed on women'’s
education, emancipation of women.

Primary Education:

Mahatma Jotirao Phule was the first Indian
social reformer who repeatedly urged the alien
government to pay attention to primary education.
On this contest he proposed curriculum of primary
education, preliminary knowledge about
agriculture and health. The curriculum of primary
education should be reoriented to provide the
demands of rural areas. There should be clear
demarcation between the curriculum of rural and
urban area. Education should be utilitarian and
practical so as to cover the needs of the society. A
scheme of ideal farming should be implemented
on a small scale. Practical knowledge is superior
to bookish knowledge hence primary knowledge
in Modi (a special Marathi script)(regional
languages were supported ) , accounts, History,
Grammar, Agriculture, Ethics and Health should be
imparted. Quantitative growth in Primary school
is no doubt important but it should not be
considered at the cost of qualitative one.whatever
may be the trajectory of subjection of the lower
castes their liberation rests primarily on
education. He emphatically laid down on
education. He emphatically laid down the lack of
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education as the root cause of the degradation of
lower castes, as stated previously.

In 1882, in order to examine the question
of education in India, the government appointed
a Commission under the chairmanship of Sir
William Hunter. In pursuit of its aim to educate
many, Hunter toured the country to meet
important personalities in the public field. A
committee was appointed in every province of
British India to assist the Commission. In his
representation of 19 October 1882, Jotirao
described himself as a merchant, a farmer and a
municipal corporator. He gave a detailed account
of the schools established by him and his work in
the field of education, the number of years that
he worked as a teacher and his experience
regarding education. Monopoly of education by
the Brahmins should be gradually restricted by
appointing people from other castes. It may be
argued that this is not possible now, to this our
reply is that if the government were to pay more
attention to primary education, there would be
no difficulty in training people who are morally
upright and virtuous in their conduct. The upper
castes can take care of their higher education
themselves. Jotirao further said: Primary
education has been neglected in Bombay district.
Primary schools are not provided with the
appropriate infrastructure. The government takes
tax from farmers for the purpose of education but
the money raised is not used for the intended
purpose. There is no provision for primary
education in nearly ten villages of this district, that
is, for nearly ten lakh children. Farmers’ poverty,
their lack of self-reliance, their dependence on
the educated classes, all is a result of the present
sorry state of education. Farmers and people from
the lower castes are unable to avail themselves of
education. Very few of their children are to be
found in primary and secondary schools. In any
case, they do not continue for very long in school
owing to their parents’ poverty, and the pressing
need to work. The government has not provided
scholarships or prizes to induce these children to
continue their education. So, | feel that primary
education should be made compulsory.

Universal of education:

Mahatma Jyoti Rao Phule stressed on
universal of education i.e. education for all
irrespective of caste, colour, creed, sex and
poverty. Mahatma Jyoti Rao Phule had done a lot
in his life to reform society, to fight for establishing
equality in society. As he wanted education for
all, same is the motto of present education system,
to provide education to all. Following his principles
Dr. Ambedkar had compiled the constitution in
which we have provision for free and compulsory
education and universal of education in the
constitution in the art 45 but the target of this
article is yet to be achieved which was to be
achieved within 10 years from the commencement
of the constitution. So Mahatama Jyitirao’s ideas
on education are very important for discussion and
implementation. Ideas on Social Justice and
Equality Phule made powerful pleas to abolish
untouchability and the entire caste-system. He
revolted against the unjust caste-system under
which millions of people had suffered for
centuries. The Dalit at that time did not have any
political, social, educational and economic rights.

In short, the contribution of Phule in Indian
education is very important, who is the first person
in India to take an opportunity for uplifting of farmers
and women through the primary education.
References:

1. Tarkateertha Laxmanshastri Joshi (2013)
JOTIRAO PHULE translator Daya Agarwal,
National Book Trust

2. RajniBala & Navjoti (2012) “Mahatma Jyoti Rao
Phule: A Forgotten Liberator”

3.  “Equality: Contribution of Jyotiba Phule (1827-
1890)” in Modern Indian Political Thought
edited by Chhaya Bakane,S. Zaheer Ali, Dr. M.
Murlidhara,Prof S. P. Buwa (2012)

4. Merina Islam (2013) Feminism: Conceptual
and Ethical Issues, Mittal Publications, New
Delhi

5. Jyotirao Phule quoted in Sharanabasappa B.
Ragi, Jyoti. S. Bamman (2011) , Mahatma Phule
and Women’s Emancipation International
Referred Research Journal,June

aaa

BAEirindl: Interdisciplinary Multilingual Refereed Journal {[liEled =T Lk V(NI




MAH MUL/03051/2012
ISSN: 2319 9318

| 7 aly,aw arda™

January 2017 012
Special Issue

03|

THE EDUCATIONAL WORK OF
CHHATRAPATI SHAHU
MAHARAJ OF KOLHAPUR

Mr. Shripad Shridhar Desai
Assistant Professor,
Shahaji Law College, Kolhapur
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“Education is the capacity to feel pleasure and
pain at the right moment. It develops in the body
and soul of the pupil all the beauty and all the
perfection which he is capable of.”

-Plato
Introduction:

During British period there were
different Indian rulers under the power of British
Government ruling in India. They got their own
states. They were responsible for the all-round
development of the Sansthan (State). There
were Baroda, Kolhapur, Rajkot, Hyderabad, etc.
famous and big States. Kolhapur or Karveer was
one of the leading States ruled by Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj. Though these States were under
the control of British Government, they did some
good social activities and started some good
schemes for the welfare of their people.
Alongwith irrigation and agriculture, they
started to give educational facilities also. The
States of Baroda and Kolhapur were famous
for their educational activities. Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaikwad and His Highness
Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj were not only
rulers but also educational reformers. Both the
Empires took interest in the education of their
prople.They were of the opinion that education
is the only means to improve the condition of
the people.

Shahu Chhatrapati (1876-1922) was the
Maharaja or the king of the Indian princely state
of Kolhapur. Also known by the name of Rajarshi
Shahu, he was known to be a great social
reformer of his time. King Shahu was an
invaluable gem in the history of Kolhapur. King
Shahu was related to all progressive activities
which contribute to the good of society in various
spheres such as business, administration, Dalit
emancipation, women’s education and so on.
The peak years of his contribution for welfare
to society were from 1894 to 1922. His main
contribution was to education for which he took
the initiative from educational revolutionary
reformer Mahatma Jyotirao Phule. He gave
importance to primary education since this is
the base to an individual’s progress. Kolhapur
is the ‘mother of hostels and schools’ and His
Highness was responsible for this great concept.
Working for its success was of pride to him and
was his primary goal right unto his death. Food
and other amenities were provided to students
to create an environment to grow. He also gave
attention to all other spheres from singing to
wrestling to women’s education. He was a great
man with a great foresight, a person to be
admired and looked upon as an example of great
success and hard work.

Impact of Phule’s thoughts and work on Chh.
Shahu:

Jotirao Phule who died in 1890, before
Chh. Shahu’s ruling period, was an outstanding
social reformer of Maharashtra. The credit must
be given to him as the first spreading education
among the non- Brahmins and women, which
was also appreciated by British Government and
then by his fellowcountrymen.

The editors of the book, ‘Mahatma Phule:
Samagra Wangmaya’, Dhananjay Keer and S.G.
Malse in their editorial note wrote about the
greatness of Mahatma Phule in the following
words: ‘Mahatma Jotiba Phule was first to cry
over the education of non-Brahmins in India.
First of all he declared that, British Government
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neglects the education of woman and backward
classes. He strongly protested the filtration
theory . . .. He tried his level best to open the
doors of knowledge to the woman and backward
class people. Anew era in the field of education
was started by him and a social revolution in
Indian society was started. . . . In a stanza he
has expressed his great principle of eduction in
the following words:
“For want of
deteriorated,

For want of intellect morality decayed,

For want of morality progress stopped,

For want of progress wealth vanished,

For want of wealth the Shudras perished,
All these sorrows sprang from illiteracy.”

In the middle of the nineteenth century
Mahatma Phule fought against traditions of
religion and mental and physical slavery of the
masses, especially the down-trodden people. He
tried to achieve his goal with the help of
education.

In Chh. Shahu’s rule, the Chapter of
Vedokt controvery opened a new page
awakening in Maharashtra. The Vedokt
controversy drove Shahu to the ideology of the
Satya Shodhak Samaj, its ideal of social equality
and the uplift of villagers. Chh.Shahu who had
sofar not shown interest in its work now thought
of reviving the Satya Shodhak Samaj. Under his
direction Shri Shahu Satya Shodhak Samaj was
established on January 11, 1911. Chh. Shahu
donated a piece of land to the Samaj for its
building. And when high State officials became
office-bearers of the Samaj it provided a clue to
the spirit and message behind the Samaj. Chh.
Shahu began to think of social equality and also
of the Satya Shodhak movement. It is clear from
the event happenedintheyear 1912. Chh. Shahu
began to help Satya Shodhak Samaj as much as
possible. He began to give grants to the school
opened by leader of Satya Shodhak Samaj in
Kolhapur. “Chh. Shahu had by this time (1912)
sanctioned a handsome grant to the Satya

education intellect

Shodhak School. But he was still far from taking
an active part on the side of the Samaj”. Though
Maharaj was aloof from the movement, he was
interested inits work of education and its effect
on the mind of the non-Brahmin community. He
was in the know of the fact perfectly that Satya
Shodhak Samaj was a hard blow on the
privileges of Brahmins. His active part is seen
in his activity as described below:

In July 1913, His Highness established
the Satya Shodhak School Kolhapur which was
now played in charge of a Dhangar gentleman
of considerable learning and sincerity Mr. Done.
Its object was to teach the non-Brahmins all the
religious formalities which the Hindus wish to
observe in their religious performances”. Details
about the schools are described below by
Dr.Dhananjaya Keer :

‘Shahu Chhatrapati now openly but
cautiously came out to establish the Satya
Shodhak School in Kolhaur in July 1913. ..
Haribhau Chavan prepared a text-book, ‘Gharcha
Purohit” on religious rites and various other
forms of worship. In short, it prescribed the
duties of the priest. ... The students were from
the non-Brahmin classes. Shahu also paid
monthly salaries to Haribhau Chavan, Vithal
Done and Shripatrao Chavan who were on the
staff of the school. Shahu also paid the rent of
the building and made a handsome grant to the
school. Because the social equality was a
common factor of both, Mahatama Phule and
Chh. Shahu Maharaj. To bring the equality,
education was a must. Mahatama Jotiba Phule
always cared for the education of common man,
poor farmer; Chh. Shahu also joined his mission
theoretically’

In Maratha Educational Conference at
Khamgaon Chh. Shahu said, “But in all fields the
preliminary thing must be education. The
farmers should be able to read books on
agriculture”. Both Chh. Shahu and Phule were
saviours of humanity. Dr. Keer Says. Shahu was
a grand personality. His face was like the face
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of Mahatma Phooley, full of humanity.
Educational Work of Shahu Maharaj:

The work of Shahu Maharaj in the field
of Education can be summerised into Two parts.
i.e., A) work within a Kolhapur Princely State and
B) outside Kolhapur state.

A) IN KOLHAPUR STATE:

The educational work of shahu maharaj
within the territory of Kolhapur princely state
can be understand through following heads: 1.
Primary, Secondary and Higher Education and 2.
Establishment of Boardings and Hostels for Sudents.
1. Primary, Secondary and Higher Education:

In the openion of Maharaj, every one
from his state have to get the facility of the
education. He started the primary education in
his state. For the effective implementation of
the policy of primary education, he passed an
Order on 15 Aug. 1917 regarding free and
compulsory education. (now this provision s in
our Indian Constitution under Article 21-A as one
of the Fundament Rights). The first execution
of this education policy was held on 4" March
1918 and in this regard the first Primary Schools
was opened at Chikhali, Peta and Karveer. The
total budget over this scheme was near about
0.75 lakh rupees and near about 4630 childerns
was the beneficiery. Later on in year 1922 the
budget was increased and shifted upto 3 lakh
rupees. This scheme was developed in the
follwing manner: in the year 1917 -18 there was
27 schools and the strenth of student was 1296.
Innextyeari.ein 1918-19 the number of schools
were 95 and strenth of students 4631. In year
1919-20 the number of schools were 170 and
6362. Lateronin 1920-21 the number of schools
were increased upto 376 and the strength of
students was 17,218 and finally in year 1921-
22 the number of schools were 420 and strength
of students were 22,007. So, the role of His
Highness Shahu Maharaj was pivotal in making
Kolhapur and educational hub and because of
this a different identity of Kolhapur from “Dakshin Kashi”
to “Shikashan Kashi” has been made.

His Highness Shahu Maharaj also
established Raja Ram High School and Raja
Ram College for the spreading of secondary and
higher education in his Princely State. The vision
behind it was make available to education as
easy as essential ammenties.

Prist Schools :

For the benefit of the backward class of
society and for the profess religious freedom,
to remove discrimination and untouchability
from society he established prist schools in his
state.

Yuvraj Schools:

The Chhtrapati opened a new instituion
called the ‘“Yuvraj School’, for the education of
his two sons under the direct supervision of the
Diwan. The school consisted three classes for
the seven royal students, three were in marathi
standard Ill and four in standard IV. The other
students were from the families of Sardars and
Jahangirdars.

Patil Schools:

Chh. Shahu abolished Kulkarni Vatan and
began Talathi system. On 23 February 1918
an order was issued and the hereditary Kulkarni
system was abolished. In his eyes the Watandar
Kulkarni was an obstacle in the progress of
village community. About the same time Joshi
or Village priest also lost his authority among
the masses of village population. Thus, Chh.
Shahu tried to abolish injustice that was in
existence in Indian society and particularly in
his State. For that purpose, before taking this
decision His Highness established “Patil School”
in year 1913 to remove the illiteracy and for
good governence of villages.

Industrial School:

He also advocated the importance of
Trade and Industry. To impart Industrial
knowledge he established ‘Jaisinghrao Ghatge
Technical Institute’” in year 1912.

Sanskrit Schools:

He thought that, Indegenous languages

are as important as English. Therefore, he
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eshtablished ‘Sanskrit Schools’ to impart the
most important indian language to all the
communities of the society.

Satya Shodhak School: to achieve communal
equality, he established ‘Satya Shodhak Schools’
where the students from all the communities
studied together. He also established, “Baal
Veer School, Art School and School for
Nomadic Pupils”

2. Establishment of Hostels for students:

His Highness Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj
wanted to change the society into progressive
one and he was well known that, it could be
happen only through education. To comply the
need of education he not onlyestablished the
number of schools but the large number of
hostels and boardings for the students also. The
list of various hostels, boarding and residencial
accomodation made by Chh. Shahu Maharaj is
as under:

Victoria Maratha Boarding House
Digambar Jain Boarding

Muslim Boarding

Veershaiv Lingayat Boarding

Miss. Clerk Hostel

Devednya Shikshan Samaj Boarding
Shree namdev Boarding

Panchal Brahman Vastigruh
Indian-Christan Boarding

Rao Bahaddur Sabnis Boarding
Dhor-Chambhar Boarding

Smt. Sarswatibai Gaud Saraswat
Brahman Vidyarthi Vastigruh

13. Shree Prince Shivaji Maratha Boarding

House
14. Shivaji Vaidik Vidyalaya
15. Sutar Boarding
16. Nabhik Vidyarthi Vastigruh
17. Somvanshiya Arya Kshtriya Boarding
18. Devang Boarding etc.

B) Work/Contribution outside State:

With the vision and mission to spreading
and access to education irrespective of sex, cast,
religion His Highness Chh. Shahu Maharaj also

LN A WNE
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worked and gave contribution outside his
princely state.

In Pune, Deccan Education Society was
established and then Chh. Shahu Maharaj was
the lifetime President of the Society. Maharaj
provide strong economical support to this
society. For social and economical backward
students he started scholarships and
fellowships. He also provide his support and co
operation to Shivaji Education Society.

In Nashik, Chh. Shahu Maharaj
established hostel for students known ‘Maratha
Vastigruh’ in year 1913. This hostel was open
for the students of all cast, community and
religion.

In Pandharpur, His Highness Shahu
Maharaj established ‘Maratha Educational
Propogation Society’. Through this society he
provided free education and food.

In Ahamdnagar, he established
‘Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Boarding House’ and
donate 2000 Rs and allowed grant of 1000 Rs
peryear.

In Amravati, Satara, Nagpur by the
support of His Highness Shahu Maharajnumber
of schools, colleges and boarding houses were
established.

Conclusion:

To sum up, Shahu Maharaj struggled to
provide equal status to all citizens irrespective
of castes, religions or gender. His views and
actions to achieve women equality and freedom
are worth to appreciate. He emphasized
education and employment for non-brahmins,
who were backward, illiterate and negligent
during that period. To achieve this aim, he
encouraged opening of schools for girls and non-
brahmins and provided reservations to non-
brahmins in employment.

Nodoubtly, Shahu maharaj is credited
with doing much to further the lot of the lower
castes, and indeed this assessment is
warranted. He did much to make education and
employment available to all. He not only
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subsidized education in his state, eventually
providing free education to all, but also opened
several hostels in Kolhapur for students hailing
from many different non-brahmin communities,
thereby facilitating the education of the rural
and lowcaste indigent. He also ensured suitable
employment for students thus educated, thereby
creating one of the earliest affirmative action
programs in history.
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The Work of Tarabai Modak
for Pre-Primary
Education in Maharashtra

Mrs. Shital S. Desai
BSL., LL.M., NET. Advocate,
Honorary Faculty at Shivaji University, Kolhapur
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“The formative period from birth to age 6, is
most crucial; during this time the child is
“constructing” his personality through
“experiences on the environment” which should
be scaled to his physical needs and responsive
to his unique absorbent mentality.”

-Maria Montessori
Introduction:

Early childhood is a very important period
of development of child, as the maximum
development of brain takes place between the
ages of 2-6 yrs. This has been proved by many
scientists like Bloom (1964) supplemented this
with the finding that the rate of development
particularly intellectual development is most
rapid in the early years of life. Almost 85% of
the development of brain is complete in this
period of 0-6 years and whatever experiences
that are gained in this span, shapes the future
of the child. In today’s world where most of the
parents want their child to become doctors and
engineers, the focus remains on cognitive
development. Howeverthe other developments
like social and emotional are also very important
and should take place simultaneously.

The kind of lifestyle may affect the
development of a child specially the socio-
emotional development. When a child sees their
parent’s quarrelling, it affects them. This is the
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age of being loved, being cared, giving safety,
but instead of he or she gets loneliness, fights,
no sibling or peers to play with, he or she
becomes “deprived”. Deprivation can be
psychological and emotional as well as
economic.

The first six years of life are critical years
of human life since the rate of development in
these years is more rapid than at any other stage
of development. Global brain research also
informs us about the significance of early years
for brain development. Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) makes a positive contribution
to children’s long term development and learning
by facilitating an enabling and stimulating
environment in these foundation stages of
lifelong learning. Parents as caregivers are
critical in providing a stimulating learning
environment to the child and the first twoand a
half to three years need not be in a formal
learning environment.

Thus, preschools are playing a very
important and decisive role. It is not only helping
them in academics but also giving the deprived
children (socially-emotionally) the enriching
experiences and helping them in appropriate
development.

Principles of Early Learning:

1. Learning begins from birth: From
infancy children are mentally and physically
active. They learn through all their senses and
stimulations.

2. Children construct knowledge: They
construct their own knowledge while they
actively engage in their environment and through
repeated interactions with people and materials.
This simply means that children touch, taste,
shake things etc. to find out what happens and
learn about things in their environment.

3. Children’s curiosity and desire to learn:
Children are curious and eager to learn. They
have an inherent need to make sense of their
experiences and learn about the world around
them.

4, Children learn through play: Play is
central to the child’s well-being and
development Children’s spontaneous play
provides opportunities for exploration,
experimentation, manipulation and problem
solving that are essential for constructing
knowledge. Play contributes to the development
of representational thought.

5. Child development and learning are
characterized by individual variation: No two
children are same. Each child has an individual
pattern and timing of growth and development
as well as individual styles of learning.
Children’s personal, family experiences and
cultural backgrounds also vary.

6. Children’s learning reflects a recurring
spiral that begins in awareness, and moves to
exploration, to inquiry, and finally, to application.
7. Children need to experience success
more than failure to form a positive self-
concept: The experiences should be planned in
accordance with the maturational level of the
children, such that they are challenging yet
achievable, so as to promote self-confidence.
When children have confidence in themselves,
they do better. They are eager to try new and
harder things; they gain new skills and become
more confident and capable.

8. Children develop holistically and benefit
from integrated experiences and education:
Learning and development of children takes
place in totality. All the domains of development
i.e. physical, motor, and cognitive language,
socio-personal, emotional and creative and
aesthetic appreciation are interrelated and take
place simultaneously.

These are the general principles of early
learning. What if one wants to identify the
general principles of socio-emotional learning?
For socio-emotional learning among
preschoolers, we need to find out some tenets
from educationists, psychologist and theorists
that can help in social and emotional development
of a child and prepares them for future.
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In the field of preschool education, no
woman has contributed more in India and
specifically in Maharashtra than Mrs. Tarabai
Modak. Along with other dedicated
educationalists, she pioneered a new approach
to teaching underprivileged rural children by
adapting Montessori methods to Indian
conditions. Her outstanding performance and
original contribution to the field won her the
Padmabhushan in 1962.

Mrs. Tarabai Modak is rightly called as
the “Montessori Mother”. She has made a
significant contribution to preschool education
in India. Her method brought in a silent
revolution in the tribal community of Kosbad in
Thane District of Maharashtra.

Early life of Tarabai Modak:

Tarabai Modak born in Bombay on April
19,1892, into a well-educated middle class
family, she completed her graduation from
Bombay University in 1914. She was married to
Mr. Modak, a well known lawyer in Amaravati.
Because of her husband’s drinking habits and
the quarrels that would follow, they decided to
separate in 1921. With her education, Tarabai
got agood job as Principal of Government Barten
Female College in Rajkot. During that time she
was exposed to the ideas of Maria Montessori,
and decided to follow these principles in bringing
up her only daughter. Around 1923, she gave up
herjob and comforts tojoin an experimental pre-
primary school in Bhavnagar started by Mr.
Gijubhai Badheka, applying Montessori’s
principles. She worked in this school till 1932.
At the same time, she began to popularize pre-
school education in India.
Tarabai’s contribution
education in India

The concept and practice of organized
and formal child education are an import into
India from the industrialized west. Madam
Montessori gave a big jolt to the theory of
moulding children through education. The
transition of her idea from Europe to India was

to pre-school

unbelievable quick. Fascinated by the theories
of Montessori, Gijubhai Badeka started his Bal
Mandir at Bhavnagar and began to Indianised
Montessori method. By this time, Tarabai also
joined him. The Nutan Bal Shikshan Sangh was
thus started in 1926 by Tarabai and Gijubhai.

Padmabhooshan Shrimathi Tarabai
Modak was a pioneer of preschool education in
India. She was born in Gujarat in 1892. She was
motivated by Gijubhai Badeka’s work in
preschool education. They prepared necessary
literature for the trident teachers and started a
training college for pre primary teachers in 1925,
which proved to be first training college for pre
primary teachers in India.

In 1931, the movement of preschool
education was extended by Tarabai to
Maharashtra. There was a criticism that
preschool education was meant only for children
of rich. She took that as a challenge and
conducted successfully a Balwadiin a
Harijanwada at Amaravathi in Maharashtra.

In 1936, she started Shishu Vihar Kendra
at Bombay, which served as a centre of Pre
School Educational training. In 1945, she moved
to Bordi & founded Gram Bala Shiksha Kendra.
Later shifted to Kosabad, tribal area in 1957,
where she tried her methods on most neglected
tribal children. A Balwadi indigenous nursery
school was developed By Tarabai. She started
two types of Balwadi’s at Bordi. They are Central
Balwadis and Angan Balwadis. The Central
Balwadis were run during regular school
hours. Angan Balwadi’s were started at
the convenience of children.

° The program was on personal and
general cleanliness, decoration, crafts & hand
work, oral language, physical education,
rhythmic movements & social activities.

. Teachers should make their own
indigenous materials and use locally available
material and also with the help of local artisans.
Tarabai’s educational method is a significant
contribution to preschool educationin India. Her
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method brought a salient revolution in the tribal
community Kosabad. Tarabai Modak and Sarla
Devi Sarabhai (PSE worker) were called one of
the two “Montessori Mothers” as they have
indianite the Montessori education and
popularized it.

Conclusion:

Tarabai Modak is known for her zeal,
inspiration, dedication and the total
commitment for promoting pre-primary
education especially of scheduled tribes. Her
activities could reflects the mind-set, ideas,
thinking and interestin running an experimental
school at kosbad (Thane District) Maharashtra
for the beginners. She tried her best to take
modern civilization to the doors of the tribal
children ensuring it didn’t create non-violence
but develops the sense of belongingness. She
thought children’s might taught socialization but
they must escape from violence. She tried to
change the living standard through education.

She was awarded Padma Bhushan in
1962 for her work in preschool education. She
passed away on 31 August 1973 at the age of
81. Anutai Wagh was her disciple.
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ABSTRACT:

The education in India has a rich and
interesting history. It is believed that in the ancient
days, the education was imparted orally by the
sages and the scholars and the information was
passed on from one generation to the other. After
the development of letters, it took the form of
writing using the palm leaves and the barks of
trees. This also helped in spreading the written
literature. The temples and the community
centres formed the role of schools. Later, the
Gurukul system of education came into existence.

The Gurukuls were the traditional Hindu
residential schools of learning which were typically
in the teacher’s house or a monastery. Even though
the education was free, the students from well-
to-do families paid the Gurudakshina which was a
voluntary contribution after the completion of
their studies. At the Gurukuls, the teacher
imparted knowledge on various aspects of the
religion, the scriptures, the philosophy, the
literature, the warfare, the statecraft, the medicine
astrology and the history. This system is referred
as the oldest and the most effective system of
education.

Key words: Education, Scholar’s, Gurukuls,
Teachers, etc.
INTRODUCTION:

In the first millennium and the few
centuries preceding, there was a flourishing of
higher education at Nalanda, Takshashila
University, Ujjain, and Vikramshila Universities.
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The important subjects were mainly the art, the
architecture, the painting, the logic, the grammar,
the philosophy, the astronomy, the literature, the
Buddhism, the Hinduism, the arthashastra, the
law, and the medicine. Each university specialized
in a particular field of study. For instance, the
Takshila specialized in the study of medicine,
while the Ujjain laid emphasis on astronomy. The
Nalanda, being the biggest centre, had all the
branches of knowledge, and housed up to 10,000
students at its peak. The British records reveal that
the education was widespread in the 18th century,
with a school for every temple, mosque or village
in most regions of the country. The main subjects
were the arithmetic, the theology, the law, the
astronomy, the metaphysics, the ethics, the
medical science and the religion. The school had
the student representatives from all classes of the
society.

The present system of education was
introduced and founded by the British in the 20th
century, by the recommendations of Macaulay. It
has western style and content. The British
government did not recognize the traditional
structures and so they have declined. It is said that
even Gandhi described the traditional educational
system as a beautiful tree which was destroyed
during the British rule. RaimaSen, more popularly
known as MoonmoonSen’s daughter, recently gave
aninsight into the word “modern upbringing”. She
said that they didn’t do pujas at home, spoke
English not Bengali and most of her friends were
Anglo-Indian. If Thomas Macaulay were alive
today, RaimaSen would be the kind of enlightened
native he would want to be working in the British
Administration.

In 1834, there was a controversy in British
India over the language to be used for Indian
higher education. On the one side there were the
British Orientalists who wanted to use Sanskrit,
Persian and Arabic and on the other side there
were the Anglicists who had this RaimaSen type
scorn for Oriental languages and Indian culture and
wanted to enforce English. Macaulay landed in
India at the height of this debate and soon
published is famous Minute, which sealed the case

for the Anglicists. Macaulay thus became
immortalized, with natives who exhibit contempt
for their culture being labelled Macaulay’s
Children. The significance of Macaulay’s Minute,
the drama behind the decision and the
consequences of the decision can be understood
better by taking a look at the Orientalist-Anglicist
controversy, the attitude of English towards Indian
culture, the role of Evangelicals in the decision
making process and asking the question: Who the
heck was Charles Trevelyan?

India before Macaulay:Warren Hastings,
the first governor-general of India from 1773 to
1785 had a respectful view of India and wanted
the Englishmen to learn the language and culture
and blend in. Hastings found the Calcutta Madrassa
for training Muslims in Islamic Law and Jonathan
Duncan found the Sanskrit College in Benares for
the preservation and cultivation of the Hindu laws,
literature and religion. In the College of Fort
William in Calcutta, the employees of the East India
Company had to learn Arabic, Persian, and Sanskrit,
six Indian vernaculars, Hindu, Muslim and English
law before being appointed as judges, officials and
administrators. The college had the patronage of
Orientalists like Sir William Jones, best known for
his observation that Sanskrit bore resemblance to
Latin and Greek and James Prinsep, who
deciphered Asoka’s inscriptions.

Sir Alexander Johnston, an Orientalist who
had mastered Tamil, Telugu and Hindustani and
had learned Hindu, Muslim and Buddhist customs
had high regard for India and Indians. He told the
Parliament that India had been governed for two
thousand years by the natives and they were as
competent as Europeans. He asserted that Hindus
had made the same progress in logic and
metaphysics by 1500 BC, possessed laws superior
to the Greek, had knowledge of the numerical
system and devised astronomical tables of great
worth by 3000 BC. The Orientalists were sure that
a social change was required in India and that
change would come when Indian rediscovered the
roots of their civilization.

The Anglicises consisting of Holt
Mackenzie and Charles Trevelyan (Thomas
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Macaulay’s brother-in-law) argued that the aim of
the British should not be to teach Hindu learning,
but useful learning and that Hindu and Muslim
literature contained only a small portion of any
utility. The Orientalists countered that the
metaphysical sciences found in Sanskrit and Arabic
were worthy of being studied. As a compromise,
new colleges for teaching Sanskrit, Arabic and
Persian were opened and along with the Oriental
subjects, science courses were also taught.

While this debate was going on between
the Anglicists and Orientalists was going on,
economic, political and religious reasons worked
in favour of the Anglicists. In 1827,William
Bentinck, whose previous avatar as the Governor
of Madras came to an end with the mutiny in
Vellore, was sent as the Governor General of India.
This time his mission was to turn around the loss
making British East India Company and one idea
was to use more Indians in judicial and
administrative posts, reducing the burden on the
English establishment. Thus arose a need for a large
number of Indians who could speak and
understand English. Bentinck also wanted to cut
down on the translation of English books into
vernacular since it was more cost effective to
supply English books.

Eventhough the Anglicises and Orientalists
disagreed on the language to be used for higher
learning, they agreed that it was in their interest
to extend the British political rule as much as
possible. Sir Alexander Johnston, the Orientalist
who admired the Hindu logic and metaphysics
wanted the British to remain in India for a long
time and his plan was to appoint Indians to high
positions, by which they would become more
attached to the British and would have a lot to lose
by over throwing their rulers. Charles Trevelyan,
the leader of the Anglicist lobby, was sure in the
1830s that one day the natives would gain
independence, but through education they would
be fearful of premature independence and would
hold on to the British.

In 1835, Thomas Macaulay articulated the
goals of British colonial imperialism most
succinctly: “We must do our best to form a class

who may be interpreters between us and the
millions whom we govern, a class of persons Indian
in blood and colour, but English in taste, in
opinions, words and intellect.” As the architect of
Colonial Britain’s Educational Policy in India,
Thomas Macaulay was to set the tone for what
educated Indians were going to learn about
themselves, their civilization, and their view of
Britain and the world around them. An arch-racist,
Thomas Macaulay had nothing but scornful disdain
for Indian history and civilization. In his infamous
minute of 1835, he wrote that he had “never found
one among them (speaking of Orientalists, an
opposing political faction) who could deny that a
single shelf of a good European library was worth
the whole native literature of India and Arabia”.
“Itis, no exaggeration to say, that all the historical
information which has been collected from all the
books written in Sanskrit language is less valuable
than what may be found in the most paltry
abridgments used at preparatory schools in
England”.

As a contrast to such unabashed contempt
for Indian civilization, we find glowing references
to India in the writings of pre-colonial Europeans
qguoted by Swami Vivekananda: “All history points
to India as the mother of science and art,” wrote
William Macintosh. “This country was anciently so
renowned for knowledge and wisdom that the
philosophers of Greece did not disdain to travel
thither for theirimprovement.” Pierre Sonnerat, a
French naturalist, concurred: “We find among the
Indians the vestiges of the most remote
antiquity.... We know that all peoples came there
to draw the elements of their knowledge.... India,
in her splendour, gave religions and laws to all the
other peoples; Egypt and Greece owed to her both
their fables and their wisdom.

But colonial exploitation had created a
new imperative for the colonial lords. It could no
longer be truthfully acknowledged that India had
arich civilization ofits own - that it’s philosophical
and scientific contributions may have influenced
European scholars - or helped in shaping the
European Renaissance. Britain needed a class of
intellectuals meek and docile in their attitude
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towards the British, but full of hatred towards their
fellow citizens. It was thus important to emphasize
the negative aspects of the Indian tradition, and
obliterate or obscure the positive. Indians were
to be taught that they were a deeply conservative
and fatalist people - genetically predisposed to
irrational superstitions and mystic belief systems.
That they had no concept of nation, national
feelings or a history. If they had any culture, it had
been brought to them by invaders - that they
themselves lacked the creative energy to achieve
anything by themselves.

But the British, on the other hand
epitomized modernity - they were the harbingers
of all that was rational and scientific in the world.
With their unique organizational skills and
energetic zeal, they would raise India from the
morass of casteism and religious bigotry. These and
other such ideas were repeatedly filled in the
minds of the young Indians who received
instruction in the British schools.Much of the
indoctrination of the Indian mind actually took
place outside the formal classrooms and through
the sale of British literature to the English-
educated Indian who developed a voracious
appetite for the British novel and British writings
on a host of popular subjects. In a speech before
the Edinburgh Philosophical Society in 1846,
Thomas Babington (1800-1859), shortly to become
Baron Macaulay, offered a toast: “To the literature
of Britain . . . which has exercised an influence
wider than that of our commerce and mightier than
that of our arms . . . before the light of which
impious and cruel superstitions are fast taking
flight on the Banks of the Ganges!”

Unable to rise above the colonial
paradigms, many post-independence scholars of
Indian history and civilization continue to fumble
with colonially inspired doctrines that run counter
to the emerging historical record. Others more
conscious of British distortions and frustrated by
the hyper-critical assessment of some Indian
scholars go to the other extreme of presenting the
Indian historical record without any critical analysis
whatsoever. Some have even attempted to
construct artificially hyped views of Indian history

where there is little attempt to distinguish myth
from fact. Strong communal biases continue to
prevail, as do xenophobic rejections of even
potentially useful and valid Western constructs,
even as Western-imposed hegemonic economic
systems and exploitative economic models
continue to dominate the Indian economic
landscape and often find unquestioning
acceptance.

Thus, one of the most difficult tasks facing
the Indian subcontinent is to free all scholarship
concerning its development and its relationship
to the world from the biased formulations and
distortions of colonially-influenced authors. At the
same time, Indian authors also need to study the
West and other civilizations with dispassionate
objectivity - eschewing both craven and uncritical
admiration and xenophobic skepticism and
distrust of the scientificand cultural achievements
made by others.
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A STUDY OF BABURAOIJI GHOLAP'S
CONTRIBUTION IN THE FIELD OF
EDUCATION IN THE RURAL PUNE REGION
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“Education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world.”

-Nelson Mandela
Introduction

Since ancient times up to period of
Peshwa, horizons of knowledge were in power
of white colour workers. For this kind of situation
Maharashtra was not an exception. In
Maharashtra women, Dalits, Farmers, Workers,
aborigine were in the darkness of ignorance or
lack of knowledge till 1818. In Pune, rule of
British was started. Because of generous policy
of Elphinstone and Christian machineries
schools custom of education was started again
in the class of low born person. In that case
social reformers like Mahatma Phule, Savitribai
Phule, Mukta Salve, Lahuji Salve, Maharshi
Dhondo Keshaw Karve Made their Valuable
contribution in the field of Education. During this
period Mahatma Phule opposed to “filtration
Theory’ by giving witness in front of ‘Hunter
Commission’ in India in 1882.

Rajarshi Shahu Maharajin Kolhapur and
Sayajirao Gaikwad in Baroda promoted the
education and progress of Bahujans ( Backward
class). Inspiring from Mahatma Phule and
Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj , Karmaveer Bhaurao
Patil he started private schools and boarding’s.
Inspiring from Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil
Baburaoji Gholap also established “Pune

District Education Association” to show right
path to illiterate, ignorant Bahujan Samaj
(Backward Class) Fruition of this work is the Bunyan
tree of Pune District Education Association.

Birth & Childhood of Baburaoji Gholap:

Maharashtra has inheritance of social reformers,
saints, freedom fighters. And also having
inheritance of educationist. By establishing “ Pune
District Education Association” education was
made available to the doorstep of Bahujan
Samaj. This great educationalist was born on
1*t Feb.1904 at Waphgaon Tal- Khed Dist-Pune.
Baburaoji was admitted to the school at the age
of six. His nature was calm, curious and friendly.
In school,Baburaoji was progressing higher and
higher. Though he was belonging to the rural
back ground , he was clever and sharp and
noticing this intelligence by Head Master and
his father Ramchandra Gholap decided to stay
in pune. After sometime his parents passed
away and he lost motherhood and fatherhood
in his childhood. But he never left curiosity of
knowledge. He continued his educational
journey in the rural area in Pune. Baburaoji was
participating in the games with his friends when
they were farming and tending cattle. His nature
was curious. His philosophy about education of
then was not good. He succeeded in changing
the philosophy to education.
Impact of Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil on
Baburaoji Gholap: Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil
established ‘Rayat Education Society’ to give
education to the Bahujan Samajin Maharashtra
in 1919. At that time Rayat Education Society
was having good response in rural area. During
this period Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil and
Baburaoji Gholap were meeting often. Baburaoji
Gholap was quite impressed by speech of
Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil and his hard work to
uplifment of Bahujan Samaj. Baburaoji Gholap
visited to the each school and college of Rayat
Education Society and got inspiration from it and
started to the journey of knowledge or
education.
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Educational Struggle of Baburaoji Gholap and
establishment of ‘Pune District Education
Association’: Inspiring and impressing by the
work of Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil he was
travelling to villages. So that many shools were
established. People understood to the
importance of this mission. People from villages
were demanding for more schools. So that
association had to inaugurate there school in
the temple of Maroti and Vitthal. Because of
working so honestly the chairman of schools
who were following voluntary principle in Pune

District organised meeting on 7" Sep.1941. Most

of the chairmen were present. The host of the

meeting was Baburaoji Gholap himself. He told
the objectives of meeting as follows-

1) To increase literacy by 7-8 %and to literate
more and more people.

2) To establish primary schools.

3) To establish school on the basis of
voluntary principle.

4) By unification of different types educational
societies who organised different schemes
get simplification in education.

5) To create conducive environment to make
available simplification to the school.

6) Every school must come in to use merit.

7) To establish more school in number.

To fulfill these objectives one District
Association was established under the president
of Annasaheb Awate. The general Constitution
of the institution was established by Baburaoji
Gholap, with a lot of hard work. It was prepared
in English. On 7" Nov.1914 constitution was
approved. The name of society was declared as
a “Pune District Education Association”

The impact of many social reformers
along with Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil on
Baburaoji Gholap was seen as a result of his
associations motto “Bahujan Hitay Bahujan sukhay” and
this association is expanded all over Pune district to fight
for rights of Bahujan Samaj.

Elaboration of “Pune District Education

Association”: Baburaoji Gholap realised that in

urban area of Maharashtra network of education
is expanded and because of this he thought to
expand it in rural area as much as possible.
“[valaosao raop laaivayaolao darl
tyaacaa vaolaU gaolaa gaganaavarl”
This slogan can be used to the
association of Baburaoji Gholap. Today “Pune
District Education Association” is expanded in
all over Maharashtra. Under this association
there are 52 High Schools, 23 Junior Colleges,23
Professional Courses, 8 senior
colleges(Anantrao Pawar College, Pirangut, Tal-
Mulshi Dist-pune) 05 Post Graduation courses,
05 Computer Science courses, 01 Ayurvedic
course, 01 Law College, 01 B.ed College and 03
Foreign Language Course. In PDEA, more than 1
lakh students are studying. There are 4000
employees. Pune District Education Association
was founded by hard working Baburaoji Gholap.
He established schools according to the taluka
as follows- He established total 379 schools and
colleges. All of these are voluntary schools.
Along with this he established schools and
colleges too.
Perspective of Baburaoji Gholap about
teachers: Baburaoji Gholap knew that as
student is the centre of any education society
,teacher is also important as a centre of any
education society. He was himself a teacher.
He founded “Pune District Education
Association” on 7" Sep.1941 and appointed
teachers who passed 7' class because he
believed in teachers and knew that teachers
play animportant role in society. He called upon
teachers who would teach free of cost. His way
to look at teachers was sympathetic and
respective. Salary of teacher was Rs.50 only.
Furniture for the school were wooden boxes,
chalk boxes and roll up boards. In these
difficulties he managed teachers and schools.
The quarters for teachers, mess and their
salary was not managed by villagers. Baburaoji
Gholap was paying salary from his pocket. Once
a time there was no money to pay salary then
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he sold his wife’s jewellery to pay salary. But
while doing this he was observing quality of the
teachers. He realised all the difficulties for
teachers such as travelling mess and
accommodation. He founded 379 schools while
fighting this situation.

Baburaoji Gholap’s Views on Woman
Education and Dalit Education:

Baburaoji Gholap was impressed by the
thoughts of Karmaveer Bhaurao patil, Mahatma
Phule, Savitribai Phule, Mukta Salve, Lahuji
Salve, Dhondo Keshaw Karve. He also gave
importance to the Woman education and Dalit
education. Women were taking education in
large number in Pune district. Because of
Baburaoji Gholap higher education was easily
available in rural area of Pune District. Now a
days girls are Lawyers, doctors, Engineers,
Professors in their field.

Along with woman education he worked
hard to equity education to the students of Dalit
society. He never did partiality among the
students in his society. He realised that many
students from rural area were brilliant but
because of poorness they couldn’t afford
education so that he established the new
schools and colleges in rural area of Pune
district for the students. He never awarded
himself for the credit of work. He never tried to
take advantage of the social work for his family.
During his period many noble persons like late.
More Shankarrao, late. Annasaheb Awate, late.
Shankarrao Bhelke, late. Annasaheb Magar, late.
Shankarrao Urasal, late. Mamasaheb Mohol
helped Baburaoji Gholap in his education work.
Onward this holy work is carried for word by
Late. Ramkrishna More and Hon. Ajit Pawar.
Relation of Baburaoji Gholap with other
educational societies —

While making propaganda and
expansion of education in all over Maharashtra
he was closely connected to the other well
known education societies. In this case Shri.
Shivaji Preparatory Military School, Pune.,

Deccan Maratha education Association Pune.,
Akhil Bhartiya Maratha Shikshan Parishad Pune
and University of Pune played a vital role.
Baburaoji Gholap witnessed in front of Barrister
Jaykar of committee which was appointed for
the discussion of establishment of University of
Pune. He introduced education to Bahujan
Samaj (backward class). University of Pune was
closely related to this problem.

To sum up, Baburaoji Gholap struggled
to provide opportunity of education to all people
in society. He emphasized education for the
students who are backward, illiterate and
negligent and belonging to the rural area. He
was emphasized by the great social reformers.
He chose his path to achive his objectives . His
views and actions to achieve equality in
education for rural area is worth to appreciate.To
achieve his goal he established 379 schools and
colleges in all over Pune district and made
powerfulin the field of education. He established
English medium schools & colleges in rural area.
This foundation helped the students of rural
background to study English language and to
come in the mainstream society and also
helped them to grow physically, mentally,
emotionally, strong. He believed in teachers and
their workshop. He founded “Sevak Sahakari
patsanstha” for teaching & non- Teaching Staff.
With the help of it many teachers could solve
their economical problems easily. Now the
“Pune District Education Association” is
Progressing at higher level under the able of
Hon. Ajit Pawar.
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The unknown Crusader of Female
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A Case Study of Lahuiji Salve
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Lahuji Salve, a great revolutionary was
born on 14 November 1794, near Purandar, at Peth
in Pune District. Lahuji belongs to a dalit caste,
Matang or Mang, which is one of the major dalit
castes of Maharashtra. He is considered to be the
first Armed Revolutionary of the country. In real
sense, he is one of the early freedom fighters of
the country. He dreamt to make mother India free
from the shackles of the English. In fact Lahuji was
a die heart patriot of the country. He never got
married; he remained unmarried till the last breath
of his life. Lahuji’s contribution is remarkable in
both education as well as freedom movement of
the country.

Education plays a vital role in the life a man
or we can say that it is a dynamic tool to be used
for the betterment and development of the
country. Every country develops its educational
system in order to imbibe its culture, heritage, and
values to enrich the forth coming generations and
also to meet the challenges faced, time to time.

Taking into consideration the education
system of our country, it faced two radical reforms
in the last two centuries. During 1800-1900,
traditional education system was replaced by
colonial system and then during 1900-1978, the
colonial system was replaced by national system
of education. However, the education which was
imparted before the pre independent era was
offered to a selected stratum of the society.

However, the present paper aims at to

explore the priceless contribution made by Lahuiji
Salve, which is unknown to the nation with respect
of education, especially with reference to
Maharashtra. As we know that Savitribai Phule is
the first female teacher of the nation, but it is
Lahuji Salve who protected Jytorao Phule and
Savitribai Phule from the goons of upper castes. In
my opinion, the person who promotes and
protects the teacher is equally important to the
teacher.

Lahuji’s father Raghoji Salve was a very
brave army man in the then Peshva Army. He fought
against the British army in 1817 and met to the
martyrdom. This particular event triggered Lahuiji
to fight against the British army and he resolved to
live and die for the country. His father had given a
title “Raut” by the great Maratha King, Shivaji
Maharaj. Thus, Lahuji created a number of armed
revolutionaries in his Akahadas(Training Camp) to
fight against the British regime.

Contribution of Lahuji Salve for Dalit Female
Education:-

Jyotirao Phule opened the first school for
girls in 1848 in Pune for girls and Savitribai Phule
started teaching in that school. She was a teacher
as well as head mistress at the school. Brahmin
and Non Brahmin girls would get education in that
school. Thus, Lahuji requested Jyotirao Phule to
start the school for the Mang and Mahar people of
the state. Considering the plea of Lahuji Salve
Jyotirao Phule opened the school for the Mang and
Mahar community in 1851. This is how Jyotirao
Phule registered an organization on 10 December
1853, namely ‘The Society For the Education of
Mahar Mang Etc.’Lahuji Salve and Jyotirao Phule
would exchange the thoughts of educational,
social and economic state of the Dalits . Jyotirao
Phule came to the conclusion that the dalits have
been leading such a plight life only because of
illiteracy. Education will be a panacea for the
Mangs and Mahars would say, Jyotirao Phule.

Lahuji protected and propagated the
values of education with the help of his disciple,
Jyotirao Phule. Jyotirao Phule would be threatened
by the orthodox people to stop his mission of
education, hence Jyotirao Phule would take the help
of Lahuiji’'s men. As a result of this the strength of
Jyotirao’s school was getting increased.
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“The clever students from the three
schools of the untouchables’ are- Dhondi Bin
Hanumanta, Vithu Bin Panduji, Kondi Bin Kallu,
Mahadev Bin Kallu and Nama Bin Kallu are from
the Matang community, there from the Mahar
community two from the Chambhar community,
Kunbai one and Muslim one, one’s name is not
clear”1

“Mukta, the student of Savitribai Phule
from the Matang community wrote an
autobiographical essay, which can be the
measuring rod of Marathi Literature. The essay
may be considered the commencement of the
modern Dalit literature.” 2 Thus, Mukta Salve, is
the intellectual progeny of Savitribai Phule ,
however she had been inspired by the thoughts
of her uncle, Lahuji Salve.

There was the four Varna system in the
country, and this system does allow the
untouchables to get education and accumulate
wealth. Lahuji was born and brought up in the
Peshvai. (a title given to the person after King in
early nineteenth century, Maharashtra). The social
and educational condition of the untouchables
was very pathetic. The untouchables would be
treated more inhumanly than the animals. They
were not even touched, by the so called upper
classes of the country. In spite of this Lahuji
understood the significance of education and
would go to the under privileged people in order
to make them understand the value of education.
Though he was illiterate he had understood the
importance of education. In real sense Lahuji was
the champion of female education in Maharashtra.

One of the students of Savitribai’s school
was Lahuiji’s niece. Her name is Mukta, who wrote
an essay in the periodical, “Dnynodaya” with
respect of the suffering and sorrow of the Mang
and Mahar community. In the said essay she asks,
what the religion of the Mang and Mahar
community is. She raises the question that if the
untouchables are not supposed to read the holy
scriptures of the Hindu religion, how can the Hindu
religion is of theirs? Thus, the movement of
changing the religion starts right from the question
of Mukta Salve. Thus, brilliant student like Maukta
Salve is in fact is the creation of Lahuji Salve,
because he not only inspired to take education

Mukata but also took efforts to educate her.
Centuries together the Dalits of this
country are purposely kept away from education,
wealth and politics. The portals of the education
were completely closed for those people. It is
Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule who took all
efforts to educate the proletariat in the pre
independent India. It is equally true that Lahuji
Salve from the bottom of his heart protected and
supported the movement of the Phule couple
from the goons of the upper caste society.
Therefore, Lahuji is the crusader of the education,
particularly of women education. He devoted and
dedicated his entire life for the sake of the Dalits
of the country. He served the mother land until his
last moment. However, it is very painful that the
so called historians of the country did no pay any
heed to the remarkable contribution made by this
towering personality for the nation.
| came to the conclusion that, Lahuji Salve
is not only the first armed freedom the country
but also a true visionary with respect of education.
It is the duty of an every individual to spread the
priceless thoughts of this statesman.
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Abstract:

All human societies consist of diverse
and different types of individuals and individuals
with different religions, different castes,
different colors, different gender and different
faiths etc. And it is expected that they all should
live in harmony and without discrimination; ideal
situation is when there is equality, freedom and
brotherhood among all sections of society.

However, human society all over the
world shows that various types of exploitative
practices are prevalent there; these practices
originated due to human greed for power,
authority and superiority; such as so-called
higher caste people would exploit so-called
lower caste persons; a white would exploit a
black; males would like to dominate females;
believer of one religion would downgrade other
religions etc.

A man who works for the humanity and
mankind above anything else; a man who wishes
to cause revolution in the existing position of
things for the betterment; a person who has an
enlightened thought process; a person who

cannot stand the sufferings of the weaker
section of people; and above all a person who
believes in the duty bestowed upon him to leave
the earth behind him as a better place than it
was. In fact a social reformer is an ordinary
human being who wants to serve the cause of
humanity in extraordinary ways.

India and specially Maharashtra is
fortunate to have, in its long history, many
extraordinary human beings who devoted all
their lives for the betterment of the society and
for the uplifting of the downtrodden. A few
among them are Jyotirao Phule, Dr, Babasaheb
Ambedkar, Baba Amte, V. R. Shinde, Maharshi
Karve etc. The present paper is intended to
highlight the contribution of some eminent
social reformers of Maharashtra in Educational
developmentin 19t Century.

Key Words: Education, Social Reformation,
Society, Social Development, Jyotiba Fule, Dr.
BabasahebAmbedkar etc.

Introduction:

Education reform is the name given to
the goal of changing public education.
Historically, reforms have taken different forms
because the motivations of reformers have
differed. However, since the 1980s, education
reform has been focused on changing the
existing system from one focused on inputs to
one focused on outputs (i.e., student
achievement). In India, education reform
acknowledges and encourages publiceducation
as the primary source of K-12 education for
Indian youth. Education reformers desire to make
public education into a market (in the form of
an input-output system), where accountability
creates high-stakes from curriculum standards
tied to standardized tests. As a result of this
input-output system, equality has been
conceptualized as an end point, which is often
evidenced by an achievement gap among
diverse populations. This conceptualization of
education reform is based on the market-logic
of competition. As a consequence, competition
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creates inequality which has continued to drive
the market-logic of equality at an end point by
reproduce the achievement gap among diverse
youth. Overall, education reform has and
continues to be used as a substitute for needed
economic reforms in India.

Reform has taken many forms and
directions. Throughout history and the present
day, the meaning and methods of education have
changed through debates over what content or
experiences result in an educated individual or
an educated society. Changes may be
implemented by individual educators and/or by
broad-based school organization and/or by
curriculum changes with performance
evaluations. This paper aims to overview the
thoughts of our Maharashtrian social reformers
to compare the present status of education.
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule’s Contribution:

Jyotirao Phule, an Indian activist, thinker,
social reformer, writer and theologist from
Maharashtra. He and his wife, Savitribai Phule,
were pioneers of women’s education in India.
His work extended to many fields including
education, agriculture, caste system, women
and widow upliftment and removal of
untouchability. He is most known for his efforts
to educate women and the lower castes as well
as the masses. After educating his wife, he
opened the first school for girls in India in
August 1848.

In September 1873, Phule, along with his
followers, formed the Satyashodhak Samaj
(Society of Seekers of Truth) to attain equal
rights for peasants and people from lower
castes.

Social Reforms through Education for
Downtrodden (Untouchable Castes :

His first and foremost work was in the
field of women’s education; and his first disciple
was his wife herself who always shared his
dreams and supported him all through life.

To fulfil his ideals and aspirations of
creating a just and equitable society, in 1848,

Jyotiba opened a school for girls; it was a first
girls’ school ever in the country. His wife
Savitribai taught there as a teacher. But for trying
to educate girls, a highly unthinkable act at that
time, Jyotiba was forced to leave his home.
However such threats and pressures by the
society would not deter him from doing his work
and he kept creating awareness among people
about social evils.

In 1851, he started a bigger and better
school for girls which became very popular; there
was no discrimination on the lines of religion,
caste or creed and everyone was welcomed to
study there.

Jyotiba was also against child-marriages
and was a great supporter of widow remarriage;
he was very sympathetic to the cause of
distressed women and opened a home for such
poor and exploited women where they could be
taken care off.

Jyotiba was also actively involved in the
emancipation of so-called lower castes and
especially the Untouchables; in fact he was
perhaps the first person who gave untouchables
the name Dalit as signifying someone who is
broken, depressed or exploited and is outside
the so-called Varna system.

For uplifting the so-called lower caste
people and untouchables, on 24 September
1873, he formed the Satyashodhak Samaj (the
Society of Truth Seekers); the main objective of
the Samaj was to create a just and equitable
social order free of discrimination on the basis
of caste, religion or gender. Satyashodhak Samaj
was also opposed to religious dogmas and
superstitions such as idolatry, need for priests
and irrational rituals etc.

Thus, Jyotiba Phule devoted his whole
life for the weaker and depressed section of
society; in his thinking and works he was well
ahead of his times.

Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar’s contribution:

Popularly known as Babasaheb, Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891
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in Mhow, a military cantonment town of the then
Central Province of India. His father, Ramiji
Maloji Sakpal was a Subedar in army and his
mother Bhimabai Sakpal was a house wife.
Babasaheb belonged to a so-called lower caste
Mahar who were treated as untouchables; he
had faced and seen several types of social
discriminations since childhood. But his father
being an army officer was able to arrange good
education for his children despite several
resistances from the society.

Ambedkar was treated as untouchable
in the school along with other dalit children; they
were not allowed to sit with other so-called
higher caste children, neither were they allowed
to drink water from common water vessel.
Ambedkar was very meritorious in studies and
after completing his early education in Bombay
moved to United States for post-graduation and
research; did his post-graduation and Phd from
Columbia University, New York City. He further
studied at London School of Economics and
completed masters and doctorate from there as
well.

Social Reforms through Education:

Thus, Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, in spite of
several odds got the best of education from very
good institutions of the world because of his
talent and merit only. He also received a degree
in Law.

His major contribution in eradicating
social evils was fighting for the rights of the
untouchables and so-called lower caste people.
At the time of preparation of the Government of
India Act, 1919, he advocated for the separate
electorates for untouchables and other lower
caste people. He demanded reservation for such
communities.

Ambedkar started several publications
such as Mook Nayak, a weekly; Bahiskrit Bharat,
a periodical to create awareness and to fight
forthe rights of untouchables and lower-castes.
He founded Bahishkrit Hitakarni Sabha on 20
July 1924 at Bombay with the objective of

creating socio-political awareness among
untouchables and also for making Government
sensitive towards their issues; he called upon
the dalits and untouchables to “Educate,
Agitate and Organize” for their rightful place
in the society. Hence according to him education
is the prime necessity for further developments.

He started to launch public movements
against discriminations faced by untouchables
such as opening the public water resources for
untouchables, burning of Manusmriti, an ancient
Hindu text which gives sanction to caste-system
and for the rights of lower caste people to enter
into Hindu temples. In 1932, after the Third
Round Table Conference in Britain in which Dr
Ambedkar participated, the British announced
the infamous Communal Award according to
which there was a provision of separate
electorate in British India for different
communities; thus, Untouchables were also
considered as a separate electorate; it meant
that for the election to the seats reserved for
the untouchables only persons who could vote
were untouchables. The scheme was
vehemently opposed by Gandhiji and other
Congress leaders as being communal and
divisive in nature which would divide Hindus into
two separate groups. But Dr Ambedkar was in
its favour as he was of the view that by having
separate electorate more and more number of
legislatures of ‘Depressed Class’ would be
elected.

After long and tedious discussions
between Ambedkar and Congress leaders,
Poona Pact was reached on 25 September 1932
according to which the system of separate
electorate was abolished but reservation of
seats for Depressed Class remained the same;
hence, now untouchables would not be separate
from Hindus but seats would be reserved for
them. It was a major step in recognizing the
political rights of untouchables within the fold
of Hindu society.

On similar lines, the Constitution of
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India in 1950 gave benefits of reservation to
Schedule Castes and Scheduled Tribes who were
earlier referred to as ‘Depressed Classes’. Dr
Ambedkar’s biggest contribution in the making
of modern India was his momentous effort as
the Chairman of the Constitution Drafting
Committee; the most important feature of the
Constitution of India is its special focus on socio-
political and economic justice and equality; he
forcefully advocated for the rights of women and
SCs, STs and OBCs; special provisions were
added for their uplift and for eradicating various
discriminations faced by them.

Later in his life, Dr Ambedkar converted
to Buddhism after getting fed-up with the
inhuman caste system, superstitions, rituals and
discriminatory practices of Hinduism. Therefore,
all through his life, socially as well as politically,
Babasaheb kept fighting against prevailing
social evils of our country; his contribution
towards making the downtrodden people
acquire self-respect and their rightful place is
immeasurable. He was truly one of the greatest
personalities to be bornin India; Babasaheb died
on 6 December 1956 in Delhi after prolonged
illness due to diabetes.

People’s Education Society:

One of the greatest achievements of Dr.
Ambedkar is that he established the People’s
Education Society in Mumbai. He says: “The
People’s Education Society’s objective is not
merely to give Education, but to give education
in such a manner as to promote intellectual,
moral and social democracy. This is what all well
wishers of India needs and this is what all well
wishers of India must promote.” People’s
Education Society, which was founded on 8th
July, 1945 by Bharat Ratna Dr.Babasaheb
Ambedkar,M.A., Ph.D., D.Sc. (London)., LL.D.
(Columbia ), D.Lit. (Osmania), Bat-at-law. The
Society runs the various academic institutions
throughout India including Siddharth College of
Law which was established in the year 1986 at
Prime locality of city of Mumbai.

People’s Education Society derives its
inspiration from the teaching and ideals of Lord
Buddha. It believe in the principles of social
justice. It functions for establishing social
justice. Its primary aim is to promote higher
education among the poorer people in general
and Buddhists, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes and other Backward Classes in particular.
Its motto is “Knowledge and love for "knowledge
is power and Love governs the whole universe.
According to Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar the object
of the people’s Education Society is not merely
to give education but to give social democracy.
This is what modern tndia needs and this is what
all well-wishers of India must promote. The
society is inspired by five great ideals of the
founder, the ideal of knowledge, the ideals of
compassion, the ideal of democracy, the ideal
of equality and the ideal of justice.
Conclusions:

(1) India and specially Maharashtra is fortunate
to have, inits long history, many extraordinary
human beings who devoted all their lives for
the betterment of the society and for the
uplifting of the downtrodden.

(2) Education reform has and continues to be
used as a substitute for needed economic
reforms in India.

(3) Reform has taken many forms and
directions. Throughout history and the
present day, the meaning and methods of
education have changed through debates
over what content or experiences result in
an educated individual or an educated
society.

(4) Jyotiba’s first and foremost work was in the
field of women’s education; and his first
disciple was his wife herself who always
shared his dreams and supported him all
through life.

(5) Jyotiba Phule devoted his whole life for the
weaker and depressed section of society;
in his thinking and works he was well ahead
of his times.
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(6) Dr Ambedkarhe called upon the dalits and
untouchables to “Educate, Agitate and
Organize” for their rightful place in the
society. Hence according to him education
is the prime necessity for further
developments. Hence according to him
education is the prime necessity for further
developments.

(7) Because of the Dr. Ambedkar’s work for
education the society is inspired by five
great ideals of the founder, the ideal of
knowledge, the ideals of compassion, the
ideal of democracy, the ideal of equality and
the ideal of justice.
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Savitribai Phule, was a pioneer in the field
of Womens’ Education in India. She was the first
lady teacher of the very First Women’s school
in India. She was not only a Social Reformer but
also a Poet. She demanded dignity for all
women. Along with her husband, Joytirao Phule,
she worked hard during her entire Lifetime.
During the time, when Women were viewed as
mere object’s, she ignited a Spark that led to
Equality in Education; something which was
impossible before. She strongly spoke against
the Discriminatory boundaries imposed on
women, which led to their oppression. Through
this paper, | have tried to put forth her life, her
Struggles and Hardships, and tried to unveil a
phenomenal personality that not only changed
the Face of Education in India, but also
enlightened Humanity in its Real essence. Also,
an attempt has been made to compare and
contrast it with the Current scenario of Women’s’
education in the society.

Introduction

Today, the women of India are not behind
men in any respect. They have proved
themselves in every Field; be it education,
governance, politics, science, judiciary, sports
orany other fields. There are big names of Indian
women like Indira Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu,
Sucheta Kriplani and many others who have
made their names in the history because of their
education and wisdom. However, Not much
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Historians and Scholars have focused on
Savitribai Phule, a woman who established the
foundation for women education in India. She
was the first woman who started the first ever
school in India Specially for girls at a time when
nobody could even dares to think about
educating a girl. In fact, every educated woman
in the society today, owes a lot to her. Savitribai
was born in a poor family in Naigaon, district
Satara, in Maharashtra on 3™ of January, 1831.
Her father was a farmer. At the age of nine, she
was married to Jyotiba Phule. (Today whom we
know as a great social reforme). At that time,
the Hindu society was male —dominated, who
treated women as their slaves. Women then,
had no independent opinions and had to strictly
follow the instructions of the male members of
their family. After her marriage with Jyotiba
Phule, Savitribai Phule was inspired to read and
write by her husband. She was taught by him
and sent for training in teaching at Mitchell’s
school in Pune and Ms. Farar’s Institute at
Ahmednagar. She performed very well and was
quite successful in learning and teaching. After
her training, she returned back to Pune and
opened the first ever Girls school in Bhide Wada,
Narayan Peth, Pune in January 1848 With
admission of nine girls of different castes on
the opening day itself, she became the first
woman teacher of India. Along with full support
of her husband, she opened two more schools
for girls and in 1851, there were about 150 girls
studying in these schools. She even inspired an
elevenyear old girl ‘Mukta’ of her school to write
an essay on Dalit emancipation which is, today,
considered as the cornerstone of Dalit literature.
She noticed that the lower caste people who
were forced to live a miserable life in the caste-
ridden society. She thought that only education
could bring some improvement in their life. She
opened another school for Lower caste Children
in her village Naigaon in 1852. The
orthodox society could not tolerate these
revolutionary and daring steps taken to educate

the women and the lower caste people, which
were against the rigid Hindu traditions of those
days. They started harassing her. She was
insulted, abused, and threatened. Mud and cow
dung was thrown upon her but she faced all this
courageously and continued with her work. The
government honored both, Savitribaiand Jyotirao
Phule in 1852 for their continued and dedicated
efforts in the field of education. They opened
two more schools for girls and one school
exclusively for the lower caste children.
Savitribai was also a good poet of Marathi and
English. In one of her poems, she writes about
the importance of education in the following
words.

“All gets lost without knowledge,

We become animals without wisdom”

Her first poetry composition ‘Kavya
Phule’ was published in 1854. Her poetry was
mainly centered at educational and social
reforms. She is known as the pioneer of Marathi
poetry. She did a remarkable work when there
was a severe draught in Pune. She, along with
her husband, used to feed the children and it is
said that they fed more than one thousand
children in a day. For this purpose, they travelled
from village to village to raise the funds. Then
again, in 1897, Pune and surroundings were hit
by the ‘Plague’. Both Jyotiba and Savitribai made
tremendous efforts for the treatment of the
affected people. A treatment centre was opened
by them, where their doctor son Yashwantrao
used to treat the affected. They also made
arrangement for the stay of the patients.
Savitribai personally took care of the victims of
the disease. Due to her continued presence
among the patients, she was also infected with
the plague and died on March 10,1897 . She
was one of the first women social reformers of
the country, and in spite of all Hindu social
customs, she continued her work of serving and
uplifting the downtrodden and women. However,
due to the brahmanical hegemony over the
intellectual domain, she could not find a proper
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place in the annals of history. The
government however, has recognized her
contribution only after one century from her
death. In March, 2015 the University of Pune
has been renamed as the “Savitribai Phule Pune
University ."In 1998, the government of India
released a stamp in her honor. The Maharashtra
government has also instituted an award in her
name to recognize women social reformers. As
she was the first woman teacher of India, it
would have been more proper and more relevant
if her birthday was declared as Teachers Day or
Women'’s Day to offer her a real tribute. Now,
let us try to review the Current Scenario. After
the pioneering work of Savitribai, today, we see
many folds increase in educational institutes,
whether it be co-ed or only girls. We can
definitely say that there has been a very good
improvement in the number of opportunities
available for women today. Not just schools and
education, but a special women’s quota in
almost all fields, ensures that educated women
actually get an opportunity to apply and
experiment the knowledge that they have
gained. Today, we can instantly name successful
women in any field. We can definitely say that
the basic aim of educating women for her own
development, for the betterment of her family
and the society has been partly accomplished. |
think this is the real achievement of what
Savitribai had started working for and she would
be happy to watch us all today.

| say, we have partly accomplished this
aim, because, inspite of seeing many women
soaring high in the sky, we find a significant
number of females deprived of basic education.
They are imbibed with thoughts and lifestyle that
imposes domestic work as the only option to
work. | do not oppose of domestic work, but I do
wish to stress that any work should be a matter
of choice. Everyone must be presented with
opportunities and choices and let them decide
for themselves. This can be achieved by
education and hence, allwomen as well as men

should receive basic education .Emphasizing the
importance of womens education never implies
that mens education is not important. Savitribai
basically strived hard for the underpriviledged
section of society; the crux of her actions being
upliftment and equality for all. So, today, what
we must perceive from her teachings is to have
equality.

In the current situation of our society,
where inequality in education (men vs women,
rich vs poor, cities vs villages) , we are fortunate
to have many people and organizations that
have not only recognized this situation, but are
also taking efforts to educate all. | find peace
and ray of hope in their efforts, as i see the
passion and dream of Savitribai being
accomplished.
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INTRODUCTION

BalGangadhar Tilak, the great
educationist, social reformer, author and
freedom fighter, is widely acknowledged as “the
father of the indianunest”. A learned scholer of
Sanskrit, philosophy and political economy,
Tilak’s entire life was a ‘Karmayajna’,dedicated
to the ideal of independence for India. Tilak was
the the first leader to propound the ideal of
‘Sampurna Swarajya’,and his statement
“Swarajya is my birth right and | shall have it’.

He organised the Deccan Education
Society with a few of his college friends,
including Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, Mahadev
Ballal Namjoshi and Vishnushastri Chiplunkar.
Their goal was to improve the quality of
education for India’s youth. The Deccan
Education Society was set up to create a new
system that taught young Indians nationalist
ideas through an emphasis on Indian culture.
The society established the New English School
for secondary education and Fergusson College
in 1885 for post-secondary studies.

Tilak began teaching mathematics in a
private school in Pune and later became a
journalist. He became a storng critic of the
Western education system, feeling it demeaning
to Indian students and disrespectful to India’s
heritage. He came to the conclusion that good
citizens can be moulded only through good

education. He believed that every Indian had to
be taught about Indian culture and national
ideals. Along with his classmate Agarkar and
great social reformer Vishnushastry Chiplunkar,
Bal Gangadhar Talak founded “Deccan
Education Society” to impart quality education
to India’s youth. The very next year after the
Deccan Education Society was founded, Tilak
started two weeklies, ‘Kesari’ and ‘Mahratta’.
‘Kesari’ was Marathi weekly while ‘Mahratta’
was English weekly. Soon both the newspapers
became very popular. In his newspapers, Tilak
highlighted the plight of Indians. He gave a vivid
picture of the people’s sufferings and of actual
happenings. Tilak called upon every Indian to
fight for his right. Bal Gangadhar Tilak used fiery
language to arouse the sleeping Indians. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak joined the Indian National
Congress in 1890. He was a member of the
Municipal Council of Pune, Bombay Legislature,
and an elected ‘Fellow’ of the Bombay
Universyty. Tilak was a great Social reformer.
He issued a call for the banning of child
marriage and welcomed widow remarriage.
Throught the celebrations of Ganapati Festival
and the birthday of the Shivaji he organized
people. In 1897, Bal Gangadhar Tilak was
charged with writing articales instigating people
to rise against the government and to break the
laws and disturb the peace. He was sentenced
torigorous imprisonment for one and a half year.
Tilak was released in 1898. After his release,
Tilak launched Swadeshi Movement. Thrugh
newspapers and lectures, Tilak spread the
message to each & every village in Maharashtra.

Tilak was active in the field of national
education, too. It was, of course, to be expected
of a man whose first love was education and
who was a founder of the Deccan Education
Society. Even private educational institutions
were subject to Government’s control through
various overt and covert means like the
notorious Risley circular. He urged those in
charge of them to maintain their independence
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and self-respect even at the risk of forfeiting
the grants-in-aid. When Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar, then a student of the Fergusson
College, was fined ten rupees and rusticated
from the hostel by its principal for participating
in a swadeshi meeting, Tilak pointed out the
pardox of such disciplinary action in Poona when
Gokhale was justifying the boycott of British
goods in Manchester. He also took to task an
English professor for asking students not to
participate in the swadeshi movement. He
condemned the arbitarary curb on students in
the name of discipline and quipped that he did
not mind their joining even Government schools
so long as they were not prevented from
attending his lectures!

In 1906 Tilak helped to establish the
Maharashtra Vidya Prasarak Mandal. When the
Samarth Vidyalaya, which was conducted under
its auspices first at Kolhapur and then at
Talegaon, ran into financial difficulties, he
undertook a lecture tour and collected Rs. 20,000
for it. He also proposed the founding of a
university for national education but the idea
could not be given a concrete shape.

Tilak defined national education as that
which enabled one to know the nation. That was
precisely what the schools and colleges failed
to do. In America, he said, the Declaration of
Independence was taught to students in schools.
Such instruction would be considered seditious
inIndia. For instance, our students did not know
that “six crores of rupees are drained out of this
country every year for sugar. All this is due to
the industrial policy of our Government, but we
do not know it. We have come to learn these
things 25 years after leaving the colleges. Our
young men should know them in the prime of
their life. In other countries, technical and
industrial education is an important part of
education, but the educational institutions in
India are intended to produce only petty
officials”. Tilak was an advocate of the mother-
tongue as a medium of instruction as also of

religious education which would promote
toleration and respect for each other’s for each
other’s faith.

Asin so many other fields, Tilak took the
lead in proposing that Hindi written in the
Devanagiri script should be the national
language of India. At a conference of the Nagari
Pracharini Sabha in December 1905 he said : “A
common script is part and parcel of a national
movement. If you want to draw a nation together,
thereis no force more powerful than acommon
language.” A standard script, he thought, was
even more important than the standard time
which was then introduced by Lord Curzon
throughout India.

Tilak was a pioneer of the prohibition
movement though it formed no part of the boycott
compaign. He had taken interest in the
temperance movement, as it was then known,
ever since he became a member of the Bombay
Legislative Council. He attributed the evil of drink
solely to the Brithsh regime. Whereas drinking
was common in the western countries, it had
spread in India only in the wake of the British.
The excise revenue which was barely a thousand
rupees per district under the Peshwas, increased
to six lakhs of rupees in 80 years of British rule.
The Government alone was thus responsible for
the prevalence of drinking, which was against
our religious teaching and social customs.

Tilak was a member of the managing
committee of the Temperance Association,
which was formed in Poona in 1907 with Gokhale
as president. It conducted powerful propaganda,
including peaceful picketing, for prohibition. But
when under the pressure of excise officials the
police began to molest the volunteers, the anti-
drink movement took a militant turn. Tilak
planned to organise a compaign to picket liquor
shops when even peaceful persuasion was
prohibited. He urged upon the young generation
to banish drink:

“Young men must be preapared to fill the
jails in re-sisting the policy of the upholders of
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drink. They must be actively helped by their
neighbours and relations. Your hatred of drink
must be so powerful that the misery of going to
jail while fighting it must pale into
insignificance.”

Not only did the prohibition campaign
record a striking success with the closure of
numerous liquor shops all over Maharashtra but
it also made the Government suspect that, like
swadeshi, the anti-drink campaign was being
utilised by Tilak as a political weapon. The loss
of the excise revenue was bad enough, but its
political implications were worse. It is intriguing
to speculate how the prohibition compaign
would have developed had Tilak not been
arrested for sedition in June 1908. Like many
other movements it petered out during his forced
absence.

PROGRESS OF SWADESHI MOVEMENT

Onthe 9" September at a meeting of the
SwdeshiWastuPrachariniSabha, Bombay, he
exherted his hearers to do all in their power to
further the cause of Swadeshism and expressed
sympathy with the postal strike and deprecated
the action of those Bombay gentleman who
induced the peons to resume work before they
had derived any benefit from their action. On
the 7" October 1906 he presided at a meeting
of the same Sabha and in course of his address
commented on the awakening of Parsia, Chaina,
and Afganistan and its effects on the Swadeshi
Movementin India. He deprecated the extension
of Railways with British capital on the score of
its facilitating the export trade and advocated
the Anti-Free Trade policy for which, he said,
there were no hopes as long as the Government
supported the Free trade policy. Reverting to
Swadeshism he said that the partial support now
being extended to it by officials was due to the
hold the Movent had acquired among natives
and contended that Swadeshism and Bycotting
were inseparable. He again presided at a large
metting convened by the Sabha to present an
appreciatory address to Seth Khemraj, Shri.

Krishnadas, part proprietor of the
VenkteshSamachar printing press, Bombay, for
the practical work he had done in the Swadeshi
cause. At the commencement of the meeting a
shout was raised demanding the explusion of
one VyankteshAbajiMarathe, who was seated
beside Tilak, denouncing him as a traitor and
paid agent of Government on account of his
having induced the postmen to resume work
during the recent strike. An accident to the
platform on which Tilak and Marathe were
seated necessitated the latter moving to a less
prominent seat and this terminated the uproar.
In presenting the address Tilakrefered to the
practical work performed by the recipientin the
Swadeshi cause and said that on a recent
pilgrimage he had induced many native
confectioners to give up the use of foreign made
sugarand that he had repaid to many of them
the losses they had sustained by the destruction
of their stocks of foreign suger. Refering to the
opposition of the Anglo-Indian Press towards the
Swadeshi Movement he compared it to the
opposition shown to Galileo when he asserted
that the world ratated and was not stationary.
In regard to the denouncement of Mr. Marathe
he said in the absence of better proof he did
not believe he was a paid agent of Government
and, even if he was, it was no reason for
expelling him from a Swadeshi platform or
meeting, but apart from that, in this opinion, Mr.
Marathe had in the particular instance acted
rightly and that whatever blame there was not
with him but with the public who had not yet
come to fully realize the adventages of
combination. At a metting of the Sabha on the
21 October, which was attended by the Bhatiya
and Bania merchants of Bombay, Tilak said that
the essence of Swadeshism did not lie so much
in Bycotting foreign articles as on making an
effert to reduce the imports and increase the
exports of India and he appealed to the
merchants of Bombay to seriously consider the
qguestion in this light and to encourage the
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Movement without fear and religious scruples.
He also advised all native merchants to tranct
business direct and not through foreigners.

Tilak is reported to have interviwed the
Russion Consul ostensibly to obtain letters of
introduction to firms in Russia with a view to
purchasing goods, machinery, etc, in furtherance
of the Swadeshi Movement. He was advised not
to try Russia at present and given a letter of
introduction of the German consul whom he
subsequently interviewed. He also saw the
Austrian consul and obtained letters of
introduction to firms in Austria.

IMPORTANT OF SWADESHI MOVEMENT

A unique place in the history of the
Indian Freedom Movement, is occupied by the
Swadeshi Movement. M. K. Gandhi wrote in
1908, that thr real awakening of Indian began
only after the Partition of Bengal.

Owing the Swadeshi Movement, several
textile mills, national banks , hosiery, soap
factories, tanneries, chemical works, insurance
companies & Swadeshi stores were established.
The ideas of Swadeshi and Bycott were kept
alive by newspapers articles, popular songs, and
bowfires of foreign clothes. National volunteers
picketed the shop selling foreign goods.
REACTION OF THE SWADESHI MOVEMENT:

The Movement spread among the Hindu
and Muslim peasants. Hence, the Goverenment
took repressive measures to suppress the
Swadeshi Movements. Processions and
meetings were banned, newspapers, were
curbed by rigorous press laws, and leaders of
the Movement were imprisonedwithout a trial,
by the Goverenment.

However, this repression only increased
the intensity of the Movement which adopted a
four foldprogramme of Bycott: English cloth,salt,
sugar etc. was to be renounced, English speech
was to be abjured, there was to be resignation
from honorary offices under Government and
seats in Councils, and also a social Bycott
against persons purchasing foreign articles. The

Swadeshi Movement led to a great demand for
indigenous articles, as also a large number of
industrial strikes. The idea of National Education
was full filled by the founding of the National
Council of Education, or the ‘Jatiya Siksha
Parishad’ on August 14, 1906.

An all India character was assumed by
the Swadeshi Movement which found response
in U.P., Central Provinces, Bombay, Punjab and
Madras as time passed.

CONCLUSION

Tilak was instrumental in celebrating
Ganesh Utsav and ShivajiJayantias as public
festivals in Maharashtra, which brought people
together and ensured their involvement in the
freedom kmovement.Tilak made people aware
of their identity as anation, and their rights, and
gave them the moral courage and conviction to
fight for their rights against all position. His
contribution to the freedom struggle was
monumental, and his role in the lay people, and
uniting them against the British for the common
cause of independence is widely acknowledged.
His untiring struggle and single minded love for
the country erened him the respectful titie of
“Lokmanya”meaning him the “revered by the
masses” frombhis followers and supporters.

Lokmanyatilak was widely respected and
admired by contemporary leaders, even those
who did not subscribe to his ideology or
methods.MahatmaGndhi said about him, “I
admire LokmanyaBalGangadharTilak like
millions of his countrymen for his indomitable
will, his vast learning, his love of country, and
above all, the purity of his private life and great
sacrifice of all the men of modern times, he
captivated most the imagination of his people.
He breathed into us the spirit of “Swarajya”. No
one realized the evil of the exisiting system of
Government as Tilakdid.”C. R. Das called him,
“the greates Maratha since Shivaji”.

Gokhale, Ranade, Paranjape and others
had shown the important of the Swadeshi
Principal. Though newspapersn and lectures,
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Tilak spread the massage to each and every
village in Maharashtra. A big SwadeshiMarket was
opened in front of Tilak’s house. Swadeshi goods
were sold in the fifty odd stalls of the market.

The slogan of Swadeshi was heard every
where. Foreign clothes were reduced to ashesh.
Foreign sugar was thrown away and local jiggery
was used, Swadeshi cotton mills, paper mills and
factories to manufacture matches were started.

The student of Rajaram Collage,
Kolhapur, were to take an examination.They tore
the blanck books given to them, saying they
would not use foreign made paper. These student
were given six lashesh each as punishment. And
they pleaded that they should be beaten only
with a local made cane.

“Swadeshi ,Swaraj (self rule), Bycott and
national education- these were the sacred words
preached by Tilak. And the people made
weapons of these words. The tendency grew in
Indians to defy slavery. Galvanizing people’s love
of their country was itself a revolution brought
about by Tilak.

Acharya Vipan Chandra says about
Swadeshi Movement, “In its political
implications this miniature boycott of foreign
cloth campaign in Maharashtra was not less
significant than the political agitation against
the excise duty, for it represented a new form
of direct action by the people themselves. It
represented the spirit of selfhelf, as against
reliance on appeals to foreign rulers for redress
of grievances.
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Panjabrao Shamrao Deshmukh
(Bhausaheb Deshmukh) was a social reformer
and afarmer’s leaderin India. After Independent
he was the first Agriculture minister in the first
cabinet of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in 1952.His
birth place is Papal in Amravati district of
Maharashtra on 27 December 1898. His
childhood days were spent happily at their
village. His Father name was Shamrao and
mothername was Radhabai. His original
surname was “Kadam” After completing his
primary education at home, he was sent to
Songaon at first and then to Karanja Lad. He got
his high school education at Karanja lad up to
ninth standard. Then he took admission in Hind
High school, Amravati. After that he went to
Fergusson College at Pune.In those times there
were no facilities of higher education in India.
Many Students used to go to England for further
education. So he also wanted to be a Barrister
from Cambridge University.

Despite too much poverty at home, he
managed to make money to go to England. He
took barrister degree in 1921. He also took
M.A.honors in Sanskrit and done Ph.D. with the
subject Origin and development of religion in
Vedic literature. He was attached with Satya

Shodhak Samaj of Mahatma Phule. He did
satyagraha for entry to untouchables in Ambabai
Temple in Amravati, which was a very strongly
condemned by the upper castes. Dr. Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar supported him in this
movement. As a human being no one have power
to refuse worship of god. Acting on this basis of
human being he started his movement. Finally
management of temple allowed untouchable to
enter the temple of Ambadevi.

“Charity always begins from home” is
good phrase but everyone must follow it. Dr.
Punjabrao Deshmukh also started equality
movement from his home. After death of father
his mother asked him to conduct traditional
activity “Shradhha” with Brahmins. He brings
untouchables students from his school hostel
to home and his mother treated them as
Brahmins. Meal was served by some white
dressed Youngers. After dinner all friends
wished Bhausaheb for serving good meal to
them. Bhausaheb replied that younger’s who
serving them food are untouchables and they
are responsible for making good meal. All friends
were surprised to listen him. So many such
events were conducted by Dr. Deshmukh to
remove untouchability from our society.
Deshmukh knew that prosperity would be
achieved only when the weapon of knowledge
became available to all. For this purpose he
established Shivaji Education Society. There is
an Agricultural university named after him at
Akola, i.e. Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi
Vidyapeeth. He was a well-known educationalist
who well cemented the foundation of education
not only in Vidarbha but throughout the
Maharashtra region. Deshmukh knew that
prosperity would come only when the weapon
of knowledge became available to all. For this
purpose in 1931 he established Shivaji Education
Society at Amravati. Today this education society
is at second in Maharashtra. This society has
24 degree colleges, 54 intermediate colleges,
75 high schools and 35 hostels. There is an
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Agricultural university by his name at Akola, i.e.
Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vidyapeeth. He was
awell-known educationalist who well cemented
the foundation of education in not only in
Vidarbha but throughout the Maharashtra
region.He was elected thrice for the Loksabha.
Dr. Deshmukh was selected by Nehru as the first
agriculture minister of India. He played an
important role in the making of the Indian
Constitution. He was a staunch supporter of the
mission by Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar. He was the
secretary for Vidarbha region of the Independent
labor Party, established by Dr.Babasaheb
Ambedkar. He dedicated all his talents and
energy for the formulation and implementation
of the policies that would bring prosperity to
agriculture and the agriculturist. He established
the Bharat Krishak Samaj and launched a
campaign called Food for Millions in 1955. He
introduced the Japanese method of rice
cultivation in 1958 and organized the World
Agriculture Fairin 1959, which was inaugurated
by Dr. Rajendra Prasad and chief guest of fair
was Dwight Eisenhower, the President of the US.
The fair was visited by dignitaries across the
world, some of them being Nikita Khrushchev,
the then president of USSR, Lord and Lady
Mountbatten and many others. He was the only
man of India who brought international leaders
in India.

He started the process of establishment
of Agricultural Universities all across the country
and gave fillip to agricultural education and
research.
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Background

The British were firm in their policy of
spreading their science in Indian Society. General
Indian practitioners used the terms ‘Master’s
Science and Master’s Medicine’ for western
science and medicine in Bombay because the
British medical hegemony existed without
concern about issues related to medicine and
Indian society.1 Madras and Bengal had opened
western medical institutions. They had many
hurdles and changes. Women were struggling
to take medical education in other presidencies.
But in Bombay Presidency, women easily got
admitted to medical schools and colleges.

From the 1860s, when there were only
fifty students in Grant Medical College, Bombay
the presidency had faced a shortage of medical
professional men in proportion to the
population. Frequent outbreaks of epidemics
created health disasters. To increase the
strength of the subordinate medical services
colonial policies looked for cheaper services
from ‘native medical men.” Therefore, the
Government began to absorb them into the
western medical system.
High Morbidity

During the latter half of the nineteenth
century, health condition was deteriorated.
Bombay had faced many natural calamities and
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outbreaks of epidemics, famines, Plague,
Cholera, repeatedly occurred and created health
problems for society. Thousands of families died
during outbreaks of epidemics. The morality rate
was as high as 85 per day. The Census report
showed that it affected the population. rate per
year.

There was a great need to train natives
in the medicine to less morbidity. David Arnold
argues that the British funded little to medical
institutions. In view of insoluble problems of
importing entire medical staff from Europe, it
was decided to build up subordinate medical
staff by training ‘native medical men’ under
European medical professionals.” Moreover the
British gave royal patronage to western medical
education. The rulers imposed preliminary,
diploma and inferior medical education for
Indians and developed the subordinate medical
department.3 It was decided to raise the staff
for the Subordinate Medical Services in India.
They had used these services to strengthen the
empire and to fulfill the needs of the military
services and to accommodate ‘native medical
men’ in Subordinate Medical Department in
India. By and large Indian philanthropists took
initiative for establishing hospitals and
dispensaries, medical schools and colleges by
making endowments and giving generous
donations in terms of lands, buildings and etc.
Byramjee Jeejeebhoy had offered generous
donation to open vernacular classes of medical
school in Poona and Ahmedabad.

Indian Philanthropist : Byramjee Jeejeebhoy

Byramjee Jeejeebhoy’s generosity for the
poor and the needy people was well known. He
gave generous donations to British government
to open schools, colleges and medical schools
in Presidency. Byramjee Jeejeebhoy was the son
of the Jamsetji Jeejibhoy, the founder of J. J.
Hospital, Bombay. He was born on June 16, 1822
in Mumbai 4 and completed his school
education in Mainvoring School. Then he joined
his father’s company entitled as ‘M/s. Jeejibhoy

Dadabhai Sons and Co.” His Company was closed
in 1854.

He was a brave and great man who was
a founder of first Indian Ice Factory and had
opened the Branches of this factory in
Ahmedabad, Karachi and Pune. He was the
director of some joint venture stock company.
He was a very good at business with knowledge,
skill and style. He also helped his relatives who
earned more money in the business. In 1868,
he was selected to the legislative council. He
was founder of schools in Thana and medical
schools in Ahmedabad and Pune. He helped
many poor people of his community i.e. Parsis
and created service for unemployed Parsis. His
help to poor people was the reasons he is
memorable today in his community. He had
opened a Charitable Trust ‘B. J. Parsi Charitable
Institute’ Queens Road in Mumbai and another
trust for his heirs of Rs.25.00 lakhs in the year
1872. However, there was the condition that
whoever would be his heirs must take over his
name. Poona selected to transfer one vernacular
class.
Geographical
Importance:

Poona has a great historical tradition and
an ideal geographical location. Almost two
centuries ago, it came on the political map as a
place where strong nationalism was born. Poona
is located at an attitude of almost 2000 feet
above sea level and partially hidden by the
Sahayadri mountain ranges. It stands on the right
bank of the Mutha river. The place has witnessed
a spectacular movement, facelift and has yet
retained its ancient and traditional character.
The city of Poona was described as the “Queen
of the Deccan”. It came into political prominence
as the capital city of the Marathas, during the
reign of Shivaji the Great, about 375 years ago.
Since then, it has evolved as a socio-cultural
capital of Maharashtra region.

Poona became more prominent after the
advent of British in the eighteenth century. It

Location and Historical
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was a British collectorate of the Bombay
Presidency. It was a volatile centre of
revolutionary activities and several social reform
movements. It is here, that great legends in the
Indian history —legends patriots, of great social
reformers and educationists, of artists, saints
and sages and cultural renaissance a synthesis
between western science and ancient wisdom
took place. Great political thoughts took deep
roots, social liberalization and cultural creativity
found a strong base. Poona is often known to
be the centre of educational reformation and
renaissance in the Bombay Presidency.
The B.J. Medical School: Colonial Need

This B.J. Medical School was the
outcome of overcrowded vernacular classes of
Grant Medical College and to aid in health
calamities in the city that forced the Bombay
Government to provide facilities for the training
of medical men in the Presidency. Poona was
selected to open a medical school because it
was the headquarters of a Deputy Surgeon
General. He was under the directions of the
Surgeon —General, who would be immediately
supervising the Institution.
Donation

According to the Memorandum of Dr. L.S.
Bruce, Civil Surgeon, Poona, pointed that Mr.
Byramjee Jeejibhoy, C.S.I. had offered a generous
donation to the medical school at Poona, both a
sum of forty thousand rupees or else a large
plot of land with a bungalow and a sum of ten
thousand rupees. 6 The government accepted
the second option. The bungalow was used as
the hostel accommodation for the medical
school because there was a demand from the
parents of the students who were admitted to
the school from different parts of the Presidency.
The annual interest accrued on the B.J.
endowment of Rs. 10,000 was used for the
purpose of contingencies, servants, lighting of
the hostel, and water. The Surgeon General
signed the agreement. Bombay Presidency
stipulated that the school should be called after

the donor’s name and it should be under the
control of the Government. The administration
was under the Surgeon General, Indian Medical
Department. The expenses were to be met from
the endowment and the remaining expenses
were the responsibility of the Government. The
lecture room was built for the medical school
and the dead house was constructed in the
campus of Sassoon Hospital for Rs. 5000. The
other expenses incurred were paid from an
account of the medical colleges under “23
Medical Services”. Total Rs. 1807-2-10 spent for
the furniture. The Proposal of the Civil Surgeon
for the dissecting, reading and lecture rooms
for the school, could not be fulfilled till the end
of 1880.

Location of School Campus:

The Lecture room reading room,
dissection room had all the necessary furniture.
Dr. B.B. Dikshit, the then Principal of the B.J.
Medical college narrated his memories of the
first-visit to medical school campusin 1946 that
“A few hundred yards from Poona station to the
right of the main road to the city was a big open
ground and | the middle of this ground, there
was a typical Government building.... It was two
storeyed. The ground floor consisted of two
lecture theatres and the upper floor was the
Department of Materia Medica. The Department
of Anatomy was further behind the lecture
theatres. The Physiology and Pathology
departmentsin a comparatively well built up two
storeyed stone building. There was an old tank
behind this building. It had some water, a small
broken boat and a deep well at one end a dwarf
stone wall marked the boundaries between the
B.J. Medical School and the tank and along these
walls were situated two very old buildings. One
was single storeyed structure with ordinary Kutch
tiles on the top. One of these buildings was used
for the library o the school and behind this
library; her was verandah, and the office of the
Principal of the B.J. Medical School. The tank
was another open space with a small temple
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almostin the middle and a wall on the Wellesley
Road which was in good conditions.”
The Byramjee Jeejibhoy Medical School

The Byramjee Jeejibhoy Medical School
was started in Pune on the November 1, 1878.
The Governor of Bombay, Sir Richard Temple,
formally opened it on December 7, 1878. It was
attached to the Sassoon Hospital.9 The Minutes
by the Governor of Bombay, Sir Richard Temple
on November 13, 1877 on the occasion of the
establishment of Medical Schools at Poona and
Ahmedabad clearly stated the need and grade
of hospital assistants as, “.... The events of
1876 and 1877 have impressed us all....with the
want which exists in the Bombay Presidency of
a sufficient staff of native subordinate medical
officers....I mean who are below the grade of
Assistant Surgeon, and are called Hospital
Assistants....increase the provincial facilities.”
Hospital Assistants assisted in the military
hospitals, dispensaries and served the troops
in subordinate posts; that’s why they gave
purely preliminary clinical training which served
lower level posts. All these medical schools were
attached to the well-established hospitals to
give students more practical training and clinical
observation. It was imperialist approach to raise
the subordinate medical staff for the Subordinate
Medical Services in India. They had used these
services to strengthen the empire and to fulfill
the needs of the military services. Sir Richard
Temple, further explained the exact policy of the
government, “....Those students, who had
exhibited zeal aptitude attention in the
prosecution of their studies being promoted. It
was proposed to give training for daily clinical
instruction in the Sassoon Hospital to be called
‘Preparatory Deccan Medical School’....” During
1877 to 1910, the system was planned only for
purely elementary knowledge with clinical and
practical training of the basic treatises and
treatment of western medical systems and
practices, but from 1910, the policies changed.
Starting the Certificate course in medicine,

midwifery and surgery and more in depth study
of subjects enhanced the standard of private
practitioners who served the medicine,
midwifery and surgery in the rural areas. The
government always had a shortage of superior
medical men in Indian Medical Department.
Rules and Regulations:

The Government Medical Schools had
adopted rules and regulations for Civil, Military
branches and the provincial needs. Some non-
government medical schools desired to maintain
these standards. The students were selected
from different civil, military hospitals and
dispensaries from the Bombay Presidency and
sent to Poona Medical School. These students
appeared for an entrance examination. Civiland
Provincial Hospitals were not bound to pay their
expenses or offer other amenities. The reason
behind the selection process was that these
‘native medical men’ employed in all Civil,
Military, and Provincial hospitals and
dispensaries would be acquainted with the
western medical system. Nevertheless, the
candidates lacked systematic training and
education. They had superficial knowledge.
Eligibility

Admission and examination were held
twice a year. The age limit was fixed but there
was a slight difference between students
entering from the Civil Branch and Military
Branch. For the Civil Branch, the age was
between 18 and 20 years, while for the Military
Branch, it was 16 and 20 years. The eligibility
for the entrance examination and admission in
medical school for Civil and Military section
were different. For the Civil Branch, candidates
had to pass the Anglo-vernacular standard VI
(i.e. Marathi, Gujarati, Kannada or Sindhi). The
candidates were preference, if they had passed
a class higher than standard VI and produced
the approved certificate. Military Branch
candidates had to pass Anglo-vernacular
standard V and those who obtained the highest
percentage would be appointed, and designated
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as “Native Military Pupils.” These students were
sent directly to the Medical School.

After decades, the eligibility criteria
changed. Matriculation was demanded for
eligibility to enter the medical schools in Poona
and others schools in the Bombay Presidency. It
continued till 1936.

However, the result of matriculation was
not so good in this presidency till 1900. The
eligibility criterion was changed from time to
time due to restrain the overwhelming response
for medical school. Secondly, it was raised up
to Matriculation in the Bombay Presidency. But
there were a very few pupils who reached
matriculation. Step by step, Indians were
encouraged to upgrade their education in order
to enter the services. The Bombay Samachar,
complained about the matriculation results in
the Bombay Presidency in 1890. The newspaper
demanded an enquiry committee for the causes
of poor results in the Matriculation Examination
in the Presidency. Only % of the total number of
candidates who had presented themselves at
the years Matriculation. Examination and 1/5 of
the Bombay candidates passed. However, the
eligibility criterion was lenient for woman
students. The criteria for them were Anglo-
vernacular class V or VI or Matriculation till 1936
and afterwards it again changed to Intermediate
Science with Group B (Chemistry, Physics and
Biology) in Poona from Junel1936.13 The Civil
pupils had to pay a fee of Rs. 3 for the entrance
examination at Poona.

Reservation

There were seats reserved for the Civil
and Military Branch. Other students financed
themselves and seats were kept reserved for
state students, backward classes, and women.
Some students were selected for stipends unless
they were from the Military Branch. The B.J.
Medical School, Poona had kept the reservation
for the backward classes, women at 25% each
of the total vacancies.

The duration of the course was three

years. After 1935, it was extended for four and
half years as it stands to date. Earlier years,
medium of instruction was vernacular but later
it changed and English was the language of
instruction throughout the course. Rs. 3/- was
the fee for per month those who paid fees. The
stipends paid per head per month for the whole
course. All the students were provided with free
quarters, clothing, books and appliances for
study. The Indians, Pioneers, Philanthropists,
and intellectuals had joined together to
encourage the students by offering scholarships
and monetary prizes. The B.J. Medical School,
Poona provided hostel facilities to the pupils.
Sassoon Hospital

B.J. Medical School was attached to the
Sassoon Hospital, Pune. The Jewish
philanthropist from Mumbai, David Sassoon
made a generous donation to the construction
of the hospital. A famous engineer of the time
K. Wilkins designed this structure which still
remains one of the most elegant structures of
Poona. This is a Gothic-style building built in
1867 which is located near the railway station
of Poona and more important, has cared for the
good health of the people of Pune.

The Government had made the
necessary arrangements for the Medical schools
in Sassoon hospital. It had a total of 300 beds
available for teaching purposes in 1935. There
was not a single bed available for ophthalmic
and Ear, Nose, Throat cases for teaching
purposes. Other subjects had the arrangement
of teaching such as 71 beds for general
medicines, 10 beds for Gynecology, 35 beds for
Obstetrics, 21 for pediatrics, 103 for surgical and
60 beds for others.

Teachers:-

Qualified teachers were very few and the
government had always felt the necessity for
qgualified, experienced teachers. Some rare
references got of teachers of the B.J.M.S., Poona.
Generally Asst. Surg. worked as teachers for the
medical schools. The Government appointed
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them. The files of the government showed
details of the appointment, the leave period,
retirement etc. The teaching staff included
lecturers, Assistant lecturers who were of Sub-
Assistant Surgeons, Laboratory attendants, and
demonstrators with servants.

Assistant Surgeon Shantaram Vithal was
the teacher for Chemistry and Medical
Jurisprudence in Poona. He retired in 1880.
Assistant Surgeon Ganesh Ramchandra Desai
was appointed as a teacher of the same subjects
in school from 1879. We could trace very scanty
information regarding other teachers. The
teaching staff was not sufficient in the early
years but later years it was strengthened. In
1911-12, it was again strengthened B.J.M.S.,
Poona had one lecturer from Indian Medical
Service, and two lecturers from the Provincial
Medical service. Seven lecturers were
honoraries for all subjects. The Science
department was closed in June 1937. During
1935-37, the lecturers included Laboratory
attendants. During 1935-37, 4 honorary staff
who had an MBBS grade and 4 Sub-Assistant
Surgeon grade taught in the Medical School. The
Science department was closed from June 1937
in Medical School. There was one Lecturer for
Pharmacology and one laboratory attendant and
servant whereas anatomy, Physiology and
Pathology had one lecturer, one Assistant
Lecturer and 2 to 3 Laboratory attendants and
servants for each department.16 These teachers
taught 175 students. In addition there were
demonstrators in the dissecting and post
mortem sections. Dr. K.K. Dikshit, the then first
Principal of the B. J. Medical College expressed
his view about the teachers of B.J.M.S., Poona
in 1946, those who were had continued their
service in the B. J. M. College, Poona after the
school was transferred to the college.

“Old is not always gold, but one must
pay a tribute to the teachers of the disappearing
the medical school..These teachers had
produced a generation of licentiates and taught

them the art of medicine. Some of them joined
the new college as clinical teachers and did
excellent work during the tenure of their office.”
Particularly, he mentioned the Senior Honorable
Physicians and Surgeons who were as good if
not better than many similar consultants in
Bombay in those days. They had taught
Medicine and Surgery to B. J. M. College’s first
batch and had earned a good reputation for
themselves as clinicians.

Cost of teaching per student per annum
was Rs. 1,018 and cost per bed for teaching per
annum was Rs. 1,027. A lesser number of
Assistant Surgeons had entered the teaching
profession. The majority was attracted to the
Sub-ordinate Medical Services or took up private
practice but some professors from Indian
Medical Service joined the school as honorary
staff and guest lecturers for short periods. The
quality of teaching and practical was good
enough. A lesser number of Assistant Surgeon
entered the teaching profession.

Results
Table No. 1 shown the number of student passed
in the final year shown in the BJMS., Poona.
Table No. 1 Result of B. J. Medical School,
Poona from 1884-1920

Sr. No. Year Passed Students
1 1884-1885 46
2 1885-1886 38
3 1899-1900 104
4 1919-1920 23

Registration:-

The diploma holder of hospital assistants
of B.J.M.S., Poona, appeared L.C.P.S.
professional examination of the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, Bombay. After they had
secured L.C.P.S. after 1913, they had to register
themselves under the Bombay Medical
Registration Act, 1911.

Indian Response
If we check the community-wise
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responses of Indians to these schools, for the
two decades i.e. from 1879 to 1900, | marked
two periodsi.e. 1879 to 1890, 14 were Brahmin,
11 non-Brahmin, 4 Buddhist, 1 Parsi, 3 Muslim,
3 European. Total 36 were registered. During
1890 to 1900, total 82 were registered in those
24 Brahmin, 30 non-Brahmin, 3 Buddhist, 3
Parsi, 4 Muslim, 3 Christianand 5 European. The
whole idea was that all communities of India
had taken up and successfully completed their
course. After 1900, the natural calamities
decreased, and the response increased.
Conclusion
In 1946, B.J.M.S., Poona was transformed
into medical college by a Government order. The
very low standards and quality of education given
by the medical school and unqualified hospital
assistants failed to solve the actual health
disaster of the provinces. We realize the
standard of the Medical Schools decreased more
and more as years passed. It served the purpose
of producing many hospital assistants and
licentiates who were more engaged in private
practices. Some were very successful. Most of
these medical licentiates used the combination
of both medical systems Indian as well as
western. The situation of the school was
deteriorating over the years; there was no point
in continuing the same system. Secondly, the
level of education gradually increased among
the Indians such as from matriculation to
graduation.
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Introduction :

SavitribaiJyotirao Phule (3 January 1831
— 10 March 1897) was a woman educationist
and a social reformer of India. Savitribai was
the first female teacher of the first woman’s
school in India and also considered as the
pioneer of modern Marathi poetry stressing
necessity of English and Education through her
poems. Along with her husband, Jyotirao Phule,
she played an important role in improving
woman'’s rights in India during British Rule. In
the Social and educational history of India,
Mahatma Jotirao Phule and his wife Savitribai
Phule stand out as an extraordinary couple. They
were engaged in a passionate struggle to build
a movement for equality between men and
women and for social justice. They recognize
that, without education this is not possible , so
they dedicated their entire life to spreading
education.

Early Life and Career :

Savitribai Phule was born in 1831 in
Naigaon, Maharashtra. She was the eldest
daughter of mother Lakshmiand father Khandoji
Neveshe Patil. Her family were farmers. At the
age of nine, she was married to twelve-year —
old Jyotirao Phule in 1840. Savitribai and Jyotirao

had no children of their own. However, the couple
adopted Yashavantrao, who was the son of a
widoed Barhmin. Savitribai was one of the most
important personalities of social reform of the
country. Jyotiba Phule, her social reformer
husband, needed some female teachers to help
him in achieving his goal. Thus, he taught and
trained his wife as a teacher. When the choice
before Savitribai was either going away with her
husband or staying back with her in-laws,
Savitribai preferred to be with her husband. After
that her husband sent her to a training school.
Savitribai passed out with flying colours.

After completing her studies, Savitribai
Phule along with her husband opened a school
in Bhide wada, pune for girls in the year 1848.
Initially nine girls enrolled themselves as
students and they belonged to different castes.
Savitribai used to leave for the school early in
the morning. The young couple faced severe
oppositions from almost all sections. Savitribai
was subject to intense harassement everyday
as she walked to the school. Stones a, mud and
dirt were flung at her as she passed. But
Savitribai faced everything peacefully and with
courageously. Orthodox Society was not
prepared for theis ‘misadventure’, as woman’s
education was frowned upon.

In 1863, Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule
started a home for the prevention of infanticide
in their own house, to ensure the safety of
pregnant and exploited widows. They also
established the Satyashodhak Samaj (Society for
Truth Seeking), initiating the practice of
marriage without dowry or overt expenses. They
were against child marriage and supported
widow remarriages.

Contribution in Education and Social struggle:

Savitribai and Jyotiba built a
revolutionary social education movement for
shudra and atishudra women of the country.
After starting the school in 1848 and training
Savitribai Phule, Jyotiba started a school for the
Mahars and the Mangs. But within six month,
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his father threw them out of the house and the
school work came to an abrupt halt. But still this
couple focused on providing girls and boys
vocational and practical education, to make them
capable of independent thought. They believed
that an industrial department should be attached
to the schools where children could learn useful
trades and crafts and be able to manage their
lives comfortably and independently.

Thy insisted that “ Education should give
one the ability to choose between right and
wrong and between truth and untruth in life.”

Savitribai Phule continued with teaching
the girls despite all opoositions from the society.
Savitribai was even abused by the orthodox
society. She lost all courage after facing such ill
treatments and even determined to give up but
her husband constantly supported and
encouraged her to continue with the efforts. In
spite of the entire ordeals, Savitribai continued
with her teaching. Slowly and gradually , she
established herself. In 1852 Jyotiba Phule and
Savitribai Phule were felicitated by the
government for their commendable efforts and
contribution the the field of education.

However, it was not only in the
educational activities, but Savitribai Phule
always supported her husband in every social
struggle that he launched. Savitribai Phule’s
poems and other writings continue to be an
inspiration for many and remaining pioneering
in the struggle against India’s caste. She has
put together some very valuable writing.

1. Kavyaphule — Collection of poems, 1854
2. Jyotirao’s Speeches, Edited by Savitribai
Phule, 25 December 1856.

Savitribai’s Letters to Jyotirao.
Speeches of Matoshree Savitribai, 1892
5. Bavankashi Subidh Ratnakar,1892

These works have been collected
together in a 194-page volume ‘The complete
works of Savitribai Phule’ edited by Dr. M.G.Mali.
Conclusion :

Savitribai Phule is regarded as an

P W

important figure of the social reform movement

in Maharashtra. Savitribai worked as both an

educational reformer and social reformer,
especially for women. She demanded dignity for
allwomen, for which she along with her husband

Jyotirao Phule worked their entire lives. The

principles of humanity, equality, liberty and

justice were of almost importance to her. During

a time when women were mere objects, she

ignited a spark that led to equality in education-

something which was impossible before.

Savitribai along with Mahatma Jyotirao Phule,

fought for the rights of women, peasants, Dalits

and backward castes. She fought against the
totalitarianism of the caste system and other
social evils till her last moments. The path
breaking work that this couple did in the fields
of education, social justice, eradication of caste
and the eradication of priestly power illuminates

not only the past bust also the present. It is a

contribution without parallels even in the

present times. This legacy of Savitribai will
continue to enrich our lives forever.
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YT -
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HETHT ot Tl - JTETIe s T
foreror @™ v

A6 Ta Uy
SIS WIeAd et foramT v
WER® TG qXat fasm
S

TS ¥ATE eI, WieRars Fot, 7ewt . 1. Re HHar
ST Ui I TSeT €. SEhRd SaeH ar
TRIENTeT foaRTe SR UORT AT TERTSE ool 378,
I GERH oz HERTTATT &, TR qae S9Meirer
TSI SIS T ST T Sreiforeh, Séeh
IS STIOT TG AT VAT ATEReT el Terelt
EF-3fTd TV TUCAT TSI STeaeAl o
T Sae ST g, SHeaeeAl SRS 3T
AT STFARITA AT AT BIc. AT FoRIGRT ST
RS TS IR~ SR TV TUTCAT Tetell T
AUE FSRT AUAA ST STHHRT araded e
e ST i, Sfeshd R WU MaGaae = 31
SterTe foer=mT caeaT AT ST SRR ST
[rIfsTeR, 3MTeeh SRTATARGS af g3 e,

RREAT VIAHIA HETeAT S Fol a1 shifaeel
FHSEREM AT HITUTT SOTHERIAT &I el
YHETEEEl HIE AT TR STE:HRIeS TeATHT S
ST SH-3feid SgeT HTSICN YSUTeR SeeR
FE T ISR o VTR gt gege SoTe.
TSI e ST Te5 3Tl 37 & A St
3T, I, AT AeRER FRreqor’ & GeaT Jroreren qoryd

MMYFR TR, AT TS AT dBTIAIAA S--gread
TTOTE fTeTomel et fHesg Juamaat StaeR saerett
forerean e/ HarGRIAT ol 3@ Ho Sfetai
ToTeToTTaT Eoreh TS 6T TSI, T, ST ST =
T YR STRI qHeRE-=T et i 3721
T Shel. FHTSTIACT GHSRE-AT HiHeaTat it 31aeh
3T T JETTERIER ST Tehet! uifest a1 Hel foare
AT AT TFATT FHSIAIT SFUT A0
ST TRTST THSBTAT, WehT FAT Shilden ST SIell Fas
TSI gR 918 AN, AYTa =1 37 -
THTSTERI ST TV SRR RS Shetl ST, AT SHidigar
TSI i, SHITCTRIRAT FTeIvTars Jeryd gafh e
FHE 5ol TUFET T AT HRTJesT=AT [aaRehaet ST
AT TTFHTSTTEAT TR TehT ST dieheta siigw ot
ST 3T, & ee HHasheITaIEST SiedehReh 3. HHel
TS AR HeTerl Fol ard faem ot 6
IROTETAE . UMY STl gHreal Yol STaHe
TASIRCAMGET 3R & HION-A7 I TS
TG SIetfoTeh HeSTe STofe TSl 6= @t
AT & & G YU TR,
sfee
?)  TETCHT %ol AT GHY UReaas! ferarie s
HYTSTIEAT 6T 0.
) TIRTCHT ol I STeAfoTeh esTel SToNersTHyeT ol
WY weget

TeTeT ScRTE Fol FreameR fefeciodr TamsR
T TESATCIIer SUTHTCHe TEReeT STaR HYuaTe JUTR
3. fesfaaes Aremien SUAT o SirafeEmaE! Foand
YUR 3. A TR o IR oG el FHIET ST
whfyreromer wERR

TRTHT Gl A SR Tee 3feda
FATT TATEAT JeTM0Th AT GEATT el 3E.
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TRTCHTECTeAT ShicaTd [eaTe FHTSITA e Rt 3Tedel S
%5 UMM o 3R & WHSI AehTel TSI
wE . HaEH SeT JENe HTe TES o
T T ST ot TRl HATe shot Bl SHTTiSHT
0 TS 39, g9 F TS JreANG6ER FaT IOl B,
Ser foreror feeare df AT ortel 9 SERYETd ot
31T THT0T e, FoTeTor Heeares et sTeTel e
e, Terai foreron Seears forefore ww &I STel ehrest
TSI BIclt TS SHeeRIshe Rt TR Higa ST
FAAT B Bl @ R aedaer = g
FHS TE WRMeS A Tl ATeel a3 & i
ST TS B Sl T 3 e W 8. WA
SRR T BT e, (eaiges= earen gt 7o
TN TreuATH ST, T S SRR & SliestE i vretforeh
HTaT Fasem et foeomer wee e

FefTTeR HTERT GEAT Fhofl. T SHAEN wseedr
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TIhT I3 &l HERl hild Tqedr=l @d
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TR Fog T U1ftieh o TSR Tesaciaa! TeumT
.
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AR @R, TER 9T g1t ereamged qema Som
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TR UV il THCATH @d ] SFH kot
3R,

TLHRSBT hIe3Sl T8 TEUMH 0% HUTd hid
3MRd. I HIUTBE! el T8 TeUT Ushal GuIved
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FLESIAUUN ATET F et feren i wer
318 Yhed U I dTed. TEhRA St HUTd hes]
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ST IS T <A1 S digd @1 e
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FEAE ITNRTOT= Td, T-eft, S, wEd emfr
ATt Sfgshr rehra Tef geAT o .
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HE QUATHTST FEM TATIUIT=N SATFvIRAT AT
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JTIHT FHTSITA ST=( hIGIATE GTiHeh STIOT
I STl sqd=ocsh HHARYT helal T8
e femd eI, IS YA Ao SeATEr
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HAMT HRTHT B3 AT AGuTE AU fog o
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T 2¢\9e =T TR HIIAHER
TIAT 3TIM T YeaFaT STHTAAT Tarasareal
FIBA 2 U2 A TIFd F0ATd TS . AT
2% BIAT I TAX VSFAT ST T&AT ¢
gIet. a1 gat=n usfa fgEm Sor orgar
fogaa STt STforT eear STETdiEl @&
¥R BIAl. A ¥R GHST=T HHTSST
IT=AT SMeATHes & A&l ¥3 SO, 2232
=T STaaR G=FT9AT0T ai=ar d=aresrq
THIST AT=ATd SeaHal & & SAToRET
weft o agr fes i srer. TE
ST THTEST <=1 21 Afecdrges Jea=aT
T fagerd STdl STHTi=ar STS=ul SqToTE!
Jred TAT. =T 3T1h W‘lﬁaﬁ T’W&UTE!T
TS & U HIS! THET AT ST l—STHT THT
BT, AT STt STATA=ET SrerfoTes & fRdT
SUETT BT =T AT STMAUMH AT FHISTAS
STTHFHIT U Ush YhR g7 SArdl ST
SEquaSTy 3Ted. d <&audas] Fgurs] a7 SiTdl
StaTdET sfasta g . veaar fagaar=ar
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SATHSR LY AT STl STHTA =T @& Sfaerd
STTTEHIT. 7S ST ST 3:“% m} fas=
ATCHFIAT=AT ATIR TFAT fagaar=ar
Sterforer  feordt=m aTTerar "vaTer yEer ar
IS AT oSl 3.
AT TI= ASAT YHTONT T
forgera SITdT STHTA=T TR HhodTd TSI
M. TATIRT Ueh GUMh AT F  ARI0T
IS T Fradeft sadt Mt gursdie afee

g7 O A aeare &dad Sf.us. ddd
foreror =T e 9ol &0

FHE STEE g FAT FHEd FHIATET
T TcHw e fodis. AgR WIasaqd e
fafeer=t ST TR FraE= WEY Fd
ITIIFRE e AT THYF faa= i s
FHIOTCATET TFRAT T=T HOATHT  ATTTIHar
Tegdl. AMSHUT STATST JUW Jedsh IS

Tua St. aRe TRd. ‘YIgar=l digdcdis
STAU=Tad IOq 0T G’ a1 Tord i1
AT THTSTET fEordt 3= fPreronada=T
T HISSST T8, B ST Yard id
CEESKSIET AL HHIST dX ? oldl= JuT &aq =7
HAATS TSGR BRET W SISl ATel.
F=T fEdies vres gifard sTgaer a8 7w
FIOIEE  ArareoT fafor g vt AT,
foreroT HUAMETST SR g HHIST VMl

farrs”’ % 39N AR Iid 3ATcHHIT

ST IMHTEIHTGT S&HaR STHIAE Sftad <=t
fafa Fo e, e T ARd e

ST TR 34T Bl . STIME Ul AaoHaImed
FHSTAT AT T FAATIHIIF FH I
ASTATEST IR TMSGHTAT  IRATI=AT
et faemd smesd <arsr e oo
fgwoft et gaf=r ygr oA gao
fremdl 4T 3T9d. ® §9 HfiHaEr eTesd
T TS B B, 2% =T GURSTT
FEAATER FHET TR gaar deoram
HIOYTd HATHT eIl ‘Hg AT HHTETT RIS
TIITIHTOT FATS= AT, TSHSTAT b

gEt Sfaa STvaTe W qreT=aT ST
T gEie fo=mrdra &, “q STMIA hHrST
YUTR 3TTRH i ATel 2”7 H SHHETST A0 ATeT,

el HrEray aq 3. ftauaEr fIreror
HUATEIET el STR=ar T STE JHR
STTe SIS . WaaT=AT ATaHes d J=aT T

TS TR 3Te 3TH STVl 3cal Udd
e FEie faeda g e a8 @
FOR ARG ? 3T fF=mard. foremr Sggear
FET ITAN BIOML TSN HROT  ATHAHTST
OO T97 o71forT FefieT STYTATRS ATEr.

AT W] Je= QISEl SHot. Jmgart
fgedt o fawReT Al @M Al
=t fTero=t MET SHAH STRAE I A
ST AT, A T auiat  TgoTst

e FoTarom= A1g IigT € 379 O ST
gafadrd. YWehdiHed Thl IMSdT gl
IMeSd T HUTATST AT =S STSHUN =
AT AT ST Blidr. HEl hreaAr=
TSI W FHl g=ER F T TEauft
Y Fraca gEA Bid. deim= J8d

& A A9 o SedHal el "igsw
qut eet. fiHuat |ErdsaseTdel Ok
HEWM HdST. WAasdicdd Shledld HHSHcHS
FTAT=AT ATIHATIA AETSieh adadd gEad
SAMOTOATT AT Aeeaqof AreH i,
STATaTE firg arat ‘mIvTEResr’ AT

ATAATGEET 3T hd AT IT=AT aTEATA
T TS, e oTfoT e, afissr oTIfor Ty

STCAHAATER. TS STaThelvil glel &hahl

7. foTeroT=i diera Wiga T TahuT=aT
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gfeear St fRrferesr Scar. ar=ar afsoil

ST S aSISHET | & gl A1 9Mesd
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TEIT TR &, e EUEdE T
AMSHATST FHSTT Tegd aht T, FU¥R, Taar
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gAES. AT GIATEEA  SHER T HaTS]
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O STAU=TI =T ATCIMST T AT S =1
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SR ST =T SHEUST Hesurd I ad

JhRUTRT GIdT 9 I1=AT 1 Tcdal HETcH]
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FS YA STHETEAT 98d 8id . HElcHT B =1

ATHT® B9 29 deed. Al 4o fasaq

IRAT TEFAT GUISTIdd  qreaguars &
3T AU Id BIAl. vI&dT QSIS
TR SWEHIYATIT  STHTETS AT IS
TRef=aT feaETd BaTeriier 9Ml Se IS
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TRferfta o=t ot s Iga
TH U gdae foreer gui o

FLOUT A AT a SUW AT AT
Tfecars TSI HUST Aifecard @ode
I ST, g 9gH TMMesd  ToeT

A SHTETEAT SF ug gdaa foreror qui &9

FHSYS SV TATSTAIS aerded a1
i AT’ T ATERT fofed . wed:
IMMesd e TR TR TTgT AL

S 3TRS®, A 9T HOMET AR TF 2

FAJAS ATGS AT FT oS ATed.
STacl §ob cai=aTdEd died degdl. odEm
it ST 9T I Bt WY TR TS gS
TSI 9T SISO Bidl. FUSel BEoo
A AL o AT, IMSqT Tz S
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TERTSZIT 2R =T YAl MefAH ITRTATSTE!
e AR AT Ao 2. SR0T HE RIS TeUTsTe HIRATd
T.7.2¢ ¢ AL TR UTSTd hiee UARATSATER STt
YT €T SR A Sieh Heshiael gidr.ares ar
FIBT ST ST TCTHRARTAG! TR ST
AT TRST BIc. AT TR i FoTequm=n TR & Jar
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HIARTE. Y et forem=ai=t et &= Ter soarame)
ITe3T Y& e 165 & e erfietien S Te STt sHaeRTdrer
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T el AT IROMH 3T ST hl, TALHIT el e
TRTETOToRS BTN 3 THSTHATE TR & Aot AT
AT T fawE 3 HEE WIS AT e 4%
AT AT SCHAHTH FERTLI HedTieaT fTeTor SRes
STACTETT RN X STACTCAT SgT WIS TSTequTT=aT YalreTd a4
& BICAT. 0T Tkl SoaTy] AHSTeAT STTUTST SR UaaTaT=
T FATRIeTd 9d 3T AT AFEeR aqac
IS BT SR SRS, STUHEG TgoT THIS Tel
T afefidia FerTIdiet e TgERe= A SFed
el e 3. FTHE 7.5l =1, T, TR, faager
Tt 918, Feslt o, . AN, 2. STeea 3. Helq@Ti-
ToTeTOTTelT ST &% WAV STUCAT WEHG o e
AT ST T @ e THTST ST difedh
TRV dearea 6 AN, 3dehd T X o difcash
TATIATEAT TR foraREN=AT SERATE T ST
TS 'SR ST Fcfiel’ FHIAAT FTHTOT SHROATS ST e

QUIGREAT SR UAaTa! e RURAT IeTd HIvTida! TuRmTd
TOTeTOTTN hISfereh TsASTHT AT SRad qehiier THTST
STraATentafhede 3T FHer SRR Sgst FHTSTe
TTUTHTeh ST STTUATATS! TeToTe) Jeied T ST S 3eTeh.
1 eA1fcareh FeataId-Tada F3+ Treee! 2. ShIuT T ST
ST U el I THSI T, TR, 3T 3.
TS ST I[ET 3T o] AT 3T RIS 3T
T AT TISMHIT ST & Uehd HR0T 37, T
T T YA SRS AT UATAT TR 3T oot 3T
T, "ferenfermT Heft et Tedt fomT e e t;

AreHTerT T et et fomT foret ret;

Toret TomT <[ wreIet; Saehe 31 Ut STt et

3TN UG ATfcareh qlfehe [araRra Figui e
H.Ge i HERTSIA JETOTeh Wl HTe shrararel! 3THet X
T T o107 oot UTelst. Jrast i qamery 2e % e
THAYUATAIE FSATSATd Ufeelt etre st g Wa=rga
TERTSZIA T SI&TT0Teh ST HESH Toaid Fedierd shetl,
T IMMe3T FlEelt eedl. Sdohd eg X AT YelodT qefre
IS TeTfeTehT s eaTHes a2 e e ferfera
e TITeTd het. 37 TeTes =t fget fertetert smferet. fewr
STTTYITETERT ST HIBTAeT e TerfigTet 3K, 318
TEAT dTed. U7 & aF aRaard AvATHISt H.Ee T et
RIS Te=T AT AT BT d a8 o reATeRIe]
F-STT FIATT THITAT THTSITAT TSR TefeiieaT Heeat
TR IO, A, @S TR TR eide U TFeRIeR. STare
TSI feehT-TewTt 6t A STRTTEATeT FoTeToTTaT ShTaarg=
RIS AT YISl ST gl qoT i-rer ey
TR ST Tl et Ho3 1 Foyeh STl AT, ST qegeier
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IS S IROT T,
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SIEATOTeR ST SeTos 3T TSITGAT ATTERIER STIeT GoTTeT
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Chhatrapti Shahu Maharaj
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Introduction:

Shri Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj also
known as Rajarshi Shahu who was the first
Maharaja of the Indian Princely State of
Kolhapur (1884-1922). He was first king in India
has implemented reservation policy provided
50 percent reservation in his state on 26™ July
1902.

Shahu Maharaj is credited with doing
so many things as he did much to make
education and employment available to all.
He not only subsidized education in his states,
but ultimately providing free education to all.
But in the liberalizing India, the situation is
seen different than the period had been seen
in Rajarshi Shahu”s dynasty.

Objectives :

1) To Study Education Policy of Chh. Shahu
Maharaj.

2) To Study Socio —Economic thoughts of Chh.
Shhu Maharaj

Great, Pioneering and Versatile as
Shahu’s accomplishments have been, which
entitle him to called a renascent ruler in
modern British India, | think, his most radical
contribution was in the field of education and
the sound economic view he held on the role
of education as a real instrument of the
remove of backwardness and promoter of
equality. In this Shahu was in my opinion, a
great thinker whose views have been

corroborated in the economic thought of the
eminent Nobel Prize winning economist
Gunnar Myrdal in his Asian Drama.

In his concern for the education among
the backward classes, Shahu had to fight the
Brahman Obscurantism. At the time of Shahu’s
had to fight the Brahman obscurantism. At the
time of shahu’s accession to the throne the
percentage of the educated among various
castes and religion; was: Brahmins 79.1 per
cent, Marathas 8.6 per cent ,Kunbis 1.5 per
cent, Muslim 7.5 per cent ,and Jains and
Lingayats 10.6 per cent. During his tenure
Shahu deliberately pursued a policy of giving
representation to various elements in a
proportionate manner. This can judged by fact
that while in 1994,60 of the 71 officers in the
Government department were Brahmins ,in
1922 the last yera of his reign of the 95 offiers
in that department 36 were Brahmins,59 were
non brahmins. In the private department 46
of the 53 servants were Brahmins in 1894 ,
whereas in 1922 Brahmins were 43 and the
non-Brahmins were 109 in addition to which
there were servants depressed classes.

Shahu never believed in infiltration
theory in education, Shahu,s rejoinder to
Kesari’s editorial calling for airy school
buildings is remarkable because it echoes
prophetically the truth of the economic and
social justice which we are anxious to
implement with a constitutional pledge.

Shahu said : “ The Kesari’s argument
to extend the school building and to make
them airy before making education
compulsory would irritate any honest person
. “No cake to a few until all are served with
bread” is the principle of the British Labour
Party. In India 90 per cent people are in
feasting before any condiments are served to
those who are starving, strangely betrayed
their anxiety to the masses. | fail to
understand how people are not ashamed to
give expression to such damnble utterances
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in newspapers in public, that Legislative
Councils are not places for the Lingayata and
the Jains to exhibit their skills in holding the
grocer’s pair of scales or for the farmers to
show their skill in plugging.”

How uncannily economic this
utterance sounds today when we find that
an eminent economist Prof. Gunnar Myrdal
strongly propounds in his great study Asian
Drama that the “ control of education is the
not fundamental Monopoly element in an in
equalitarian social stratification.” Institutional
and social reform as a condition precedent
for economic and political reform is the thesis
of Myrdal.Shahu had acted upon the same
premises as early as at the dawn of the 20
century and we could still take an instructive
lesson from Shahu,s great Conner for
“immediatism to deal with such social evils
as untouchability and educational
backwardness.

It is in this context, that | feel that
the great utterance of Shahu at the All India
Conference of the Untouchable Classes at
Nagupur on February 16,1922 needs to
studied by everyone concerned with
administration and the implementation of our
most urgent socio-economic and legal
programmers as adumbrated in the 20 point
economic programmers, Shahu said : It is the
brief candle that burn that the brightest, and
looking to Shahu Chhatrapati,s tenure as the
ruler of the erstwhile Kolhapur State in the
last decade of the 19" century and first two
decades to the twentieth, one can see that
not only did he burn brightest but it at both
ends by his ceaseless quest for the
amelioration of the despised classes, in his
all too brief span of life of just 48 years.
Social Reforms Done By Rajarshi Shahu
Maharaj:

Shahu Maharaj is an ideal ruler,
Progressive leader and a foresighted social
reformer, who has implemented the numbers

of policies regarding social reforms and those
policies are very much important to take into
account. Because of the social reforms, he tried
to lessen the distance between human kind
lived in society .Because there were two
classes had existed, the one is higher castes
and the other is lower castes. During his reign,
Shahu Maharaj gave special importance to the
education of the masses and introduced
several programs for them. He started
separate hostel in Kolhapur for students from
the Maratha, Lingayat, Panchal, Jain ,Muslims,
Shimpi, Devadnya Vaishay, Dhor-Chambhar
and Nabhik communities and the Miss Clark
Boarding especially for the students from the
untouchable communities. He offered
scholarships to the needy and intelligent
students from the backward castes so that
they could continue their education. He made
primary education compulsory and free for all
in his princely state. His royal decree held up
the cause of women’s education. To abolish
untouchability,he stopped the cruel system
followed by many institutions to hold
separate school for the upper and lower castes
in 1919.He started patil schools so that village
heads could be good administrators. In times
when the study of Vedic literature was
considered a domain of the Brahmins (higher
caste Pandits),he established Vedic schools
that taught the Vedas to the masses and
Sanskrit schools for the propagation of the
Sanskrit language.

He introduced reservation for the
untouchables in government jobs. He issued
a royal decree in his Princely state to treat all
humans equal and to give equal access to the
untouchables to public utilities like common
wells, schools, hospitals and common building.
His commitment to abolish untouchability was
such that he was even ready to give up his
throne for the service of the downtrodden or
lower class people. He legalized inter caste
marriages and discontinued the hereditary
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tenures of revenue collectors
(Kulkarni),infamous for exploiting the masses,
as also the Mahar tenures that enslaved the
Mahars (a lower caste).In 1917 he legalized
remarriages and practice of Devdasi (a
tradition were a girl is offered to God).

Rajarshi Shahu is considered one of
the leaders of the anti-Brahmin movement
.He strived for giving the masses and lower
class communities equal participation in
political power. In 1916,he established
the”Deccan Rayat Association”,in Nipani with
the objective of securing political rights for
the non-brahmins. He toured Maharashtra
extensively and held public meetings to
promote the cause of the anti-brahmin
movement. The struggle over the right to
recite the Vedas occurred in Rajarshi Shahu’s
time. This struggle created a storm in the
social life of Maharashtra and gave birth to
the SATYASHODHAK (truth finding) movement.
Mass Irrigation Policy:

Agriculture is the backbone of Indian
Economy .The chief occupation of the people
in India is farming, that’s why the
development of the agricultural sector is very
much important according to Shahu Maharaj.
For that he had done basic reforms for
agriculture in this princely state and
simultaneously started new industries.
[lliteracy and poverty these are the two foe
of the peasant because of these two aspects
a farmer become more and more destitute.
In the year 1896-99 people suffered from
famine and at that time Shahu Maharaj had
provided food grains for all of them. To get
rid if this kind of natural calamities, Shahuji
had declared “Mass Irrigation Policy “by
creating irrigation department and appointed
an irrigation officer to take care of all the
projects of well construction. He extensively
toured Europe in the year 1902 and had
influenced of their development regarding
dams. And he decided to construct such dams

in his princely state. This was phenomenon
concept at that time, and radhanagari dam
project was one of them. He had achieved
people’s welfare through such projects.
Rajarshi Shahu implemented a number of
projects in his princely state, like establishing
the Shahu Chhatrapati spinning and weaving
mill, shahupuri market for jiggery, construction
of “Radhanagri Dam” and co-operative
societies for farmers. He made credit available
to the farmers and backed research to
modernize agriculture. To increase the yield
of cash crops and the use of technology, he
established the king Edward agriculture, co-
operations and industry that yielded high
benefits for his subjects.

Conclusion:

Rajarshi Shahu had progressive
visionary about India’s well future. He has
done so many reforms for women. He has
made window re-marriage act, inter-caste
marriage act, succession act, divorce act, some
other reforms for women education and so
on. This shows us that Shahu Maharaj has kept
the foresight of each and every tier in the
society at that time and maintains the welfare
of the people equally.

The positive effects of his work in the
cultural, social, political,
educational,industrial and agricultural spheres
are seen all over Maharashtra. Despite being
a king of the Kolhapur Princely State, he was a
democratic ruler. Dr. Ambedkar appropriately
described him as the “Pillar Of Social
Democracy.”It’s because of his seminal
contribution that he was conferred the title
“Rajarshi” by the kurmi worrior community
from Kanpur.

Reference: * Kavelkar Kashinath,Non Brahimn
Movement in Southen India(1873-1949),Shivaji
university ,Kolhapur,1979.

*Pages from History: Glimpese of Women’s
Education in Maharashtra,Aalochna pub.
Pune.
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