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> Editorial <

Scientific research is a systematic way of gathering
data and harnessing curiosity. This research provides scien-
tific information and theories for the explanation of the na-
ture and the properties of the world.

Basic research has led to some of the most commer-
cially successful and life-saving discoveries of the past cen-
tury, including the laser, vaccines and drugs, and the devel-
opment of radio and television.”

Research is a method of exploration that is done in a
systematic way where it is either tested or investigated to
add to a body of knowledge. Research is intended to support
a purpose and occurs across many disciplines.

Research holds the key to knowledge expansion. It
opens doors to new possibilities and reveals strategies to
solve complex problems. Whether it's making informed deci-
sions, tackling societal issues, or enhancing technology, re-
search acts as a guiding compass that helps us navigate
through the maze of uncertainties.

Research is a catalyst for solving the world’s most
pressing issues, the complexity of which evolves over time.
The entire wealth of research findings throughout history has
led us to this very point in civilisation, which brings us to the
next reason why research matters.

Thanks to scientific research, modern medicine can
cure diseases like tuberculosis and malaria. We’ve been able
to simplify vaccines, diagnosis, and treatment across the
board.

The world is the way it is today because academics
throughout history have relentlessly sought answers in their
laboratories and faculties; our future depends on what we do
with all this newfound information.

I would like to thank all my family members, co-edi-
tors, all authors, fellow friends, also Coordinator and all those
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who directly or indirectly helped me for this Special Issue On
" Innovative Research " Thank you very much for making this
work possible. Also best wishes for your future life.

Dr.Bapu G.Gholap
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ABSTRACT:

Eco-feminism or ecological feminist criticism deals
with the ecological and feminine impact on literature. The
relation between woman and environment is crucial in ‘Cry
the Peacock’ and ‘Fire on the Mountain. The eco-feminist
principle is helpful in the significance of nature in Anita Desai’s
novels. As an eco-feminist diasporic writer, the psychology of
woman is explored through the symbolic interpretation of
nature in her novels. The various elements of nature such as
birds, animals, colors are found in her novels which associate
with the psychological status of her characters. Anita Desai
has effectively managed to describe the mental pain and
agonies of Maya through the mourning of a peacock for its
mate. Similarly the novel ‘Fire on the Mountain’ depicts the
darker shades of the nature and highlights its alliance to the
darker aspects of the women concerned.

Key words: Eco-feminism, peacock, cry, nature, anguish.

Eco-feminism and eco-criticism both are interlinked
in terms of aims and objectives. Eco-criticism is a literary
movement that investi gates relationship between nature and
literature. Eco-critics show how the relationship between
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nature and literature textualized by poets and writers in their
literary works. The term eco-feminism deals with the
ecological and feminine impact on literature. The term eco-
criticism was coined by French feminist Francoise d’Eaubonne
in 1974. This philosophy emphasis the way both nature and
women are created by male dominated society. The present
paper intends to study Anita Desai’s selected novels in the
light of eco-feminist perspective.

Eco-feminism and feminism more or less are equal in
their objectives. The primary aim of eco-feminism is not the
same as those typically associated with liberal feminism. Eco-
feminists do not seek equality with men as such. The central
to this liberation is recognition of the value of the activities
traditionally associated with women; child birth, nurturing and
the old domestic arena. In Anita Desai’s novel ‘Cry the
Peacock’, the patriarchal mentality of Gautam towards his wife
Maya, is dominant, cultured, rational and practical and too
much engrossed in his own affairs. He can’t admire his wife
for her great qualities but make a disparaging remark about
her that she has a third rate poetess mind. Maya desires for
love and affection but her husband Gutam is incapable of
understanding her genuine feelings and emotions. On the
other hand Maya has eco-friendly nature who wants to enjoy
life to the utmost. She is interested in the all good things of
the nature, birds, animals, poetry and dance. She loses herself
in enjoyment of beautiful sight and sounds. The cries of birds
evoke a sympathetic chord in her. As above cited principles of
eco-feminist theory, eco-feminists do not seek equality in
patriarchal society but deserve respect towards activities
traditionally associated with women. Gautam in the novel is
not serious about their relationships. He treats Maya as child
and unable to satisfy Maya physically or mentally.

In western society women are treated as inferior to
men, nature is treated as inferior to culture, and human are
understood as being separate from and often superior to the
natural environment. This binary oppositions find in every
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culture where one define in relation to another that gives
sense of superior and inferior. Inthe ‘Cry the peacock’ Gautam
represents patriarchal mentality such as cultured, rational and
practical. He did not have sense to enjoy the natural beauty
because of his patriarchal mentality where culture held
superior to nature. On the contrary Maya calls the nature and
enjoys the company of nature in order to get relief from
established condition. Anita Desai, a dominant eco- feminist
diasporic writer, uses natural images which act an important
part of her theme. The images used in her novel of nature
include animals, plants and birds have symbolic meaning,
Desai uses external landscapes to portray interior states of
mind in her novel such as Cry the Peacock in which the
complexities of Maya’s inner life is effectively brought out
through the landscape as is her resentment against her
husband for his inability to communicate with her. Maya
compares herself with peacock in jungle.

The natural images such as birds and animals used in
the novel are attached with the emotions of Maya. Each image
reflects its own nature with its psychological aspects to Maya.
One of the incidents in Maya’s life that is the death of her
dog called Toto which describes the psychological imbalance

of Maya:
“All day the body lay rooting in the sun. It could not be
moved on
to the varhanda for, in that April heat, the reck of dead flesh
was
over powering and would soon have penetrated the rooms.
Crows
sat in a circle around the corpes and the crows will eat
anything-

entrails, eyes, anything.”

Maya becomes helpless and is not ready to accept
the bitter truth that death is inevitable. She asserts, “Childless
woman do develop fanatic attachments to their pets.”

Anita Desai’s second eco-feminist novel ‘Fire on the Mountain’
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also enriched with natural images that are highly suggestive
and symbolic. Novelist depicts the darker shades of the nature
and highlights its alliance to the darker aspects of the women
concerned. Throughout our history nature is portrayed as
feminine and women are often thought of as closer to nature
than men. Women’s psychological connection with birth and
child care has partly led to this close association with nature.
Menstrual cycle, which is linked to lunar cycles, is also seen
as evidence of women'’s closeness to the body and natural
rhythm. Eco- feminists focus on these connection and
analyses how they devalue and oppress both women and
nature. In the ‘Fire on the Mountain’ novelist reveals feminine
concern in relation with ecological issues. Novelist makes it
clear that ecological issues are closely connected to women
than men. She also pointed out typical nature of men in
patriarchal in which man is symbolized brutality, domination,
fear, hate arrogance and power, while women and nature in
every aspects of life are victims. Novelist also attempts to
explore patriarchal strategies where nature and women are
treated to fulfill its own purpose. ‘Fire on the Mountain’
exposes dominant patriarchal society that exploits both nature
and women. The three female characters are either physical
or mentally victims of the patriarchal society. Nanda Kaul, a
widowed great grand-mother, is victim of her role as a dutiful
wife to an unfaithful husband and as a mother to many children.
Raka is the victim of an abusive father. Ila Das, Nanda’s
childhood friend and the victim of her selfish brother and her
own reformist idealism. Nanda Kaul, in ‘Fire on the Mountain’,
who after her husband’s death retires in a cottage up the
mountain at Carignano Kasauli where she creates space for
her own and leaves peaceful in company of nature. Nanda
lives out her old age in isolation in a Himalayan town Kasauli
away from the world she knew as a wife and mother.

The representation or symbolism of nature in relation
to women characters in Anita Desai’s novel entitled ‘Fire on
the Mountain’ allows the reader to discern unfathomed
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spheres of the female ideology. The title indicates not only
an actual occurrence happening now and then on the top of
the mountain, burning into ashes trees and houses but also
the ranging passion within restless soul. ‘Fire on the Mountain’
revolves around three women characters Nanda Kaul, Raka
and lla Das, their interconnectedness with nature, their
victimization and the equal operation of nature. The novel
depicts the darker shade of nature and highlights its alliance
to the darker aspects of the women concerned. Thus, this novel
makes it clear that ecological issues are connected to woman
and non-human species.

Eco-feminist approach to investigate relationship
between nature and women provide new insight to study
environmental issues in light of feminist perspective. Both
are more or less victims of patriarchal society and keep at
secondary position. This approach shifts critical focus from
social relations toward natural relationships and views the
oppression of female and environment as interviewed. Though
traditionally understood women as more close to environment
by their nature and victimized by patriarchal society but should
get equal treatment because both are equally important for
sustain civilization and could not treat as secondary.
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